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Testimony 


By Ruth Margaret Gibbs 


HAVE not found the holy cup 
That Jesus held before He died, 
I have not walked in pilgrimage 
The hill where He was crucified, 
Nor stood before the ancient tomb 
Where once the stone was rolled aside. 


But I have found the words He spoke 
To be my life, the way made plain: 

The cup, the hill, the stone shall pass— 
His Word forever must remain; 

And none has ever proved Him false, 
And none has yet believed in vain. 
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The Conquest of Mt. Everest 


In the welter of the world’s bad news, 
the word that Mt. Everest had been con- 
quered brought a thrill to millions. It 
was a relief from the pall of frustration 
and tragedy that hung like smog over 
the Korean war, and the conquest com- 
pletely circumvented any designs on that 
icy citadel which the Russians might 
have had. It was a triumph of leader- 
ship, long-range planning, organization, 
persistence, ingenuity, endurance, and 
—one of the most vital factors of all— 
co-operation among 350 porters and the 
British scientists and climbers. The 
heartbreaking difficulties and discour- 
agements that had to be overcome were 
vividly outlined in James Ramsey UIl- 
man’s book, “Kingdom of Adventure— 
Everest,” ! in which he told the story of 


1 Published by Wm. Sloane Associates, Inc., 
New York 19; $4.75. 


all the attempts to climb it from 1922 to 
1938. It was most significant and satis- 
fying that the summit (29.002 feet) was 
reached just before the coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth. The highest praise is due 
Colonel John Hunt (now Sir John) for his 
superb leadership and his skill in fusing 
together such a large corps of rugged 
men; and to Edmund Hillary (now Sir 
Edmund) and Tenzing Norkey for their 
bravery and endurance. There are many 
lessons that Christian workers may take 
to heart from this stupendous feat. But 
perhaps the one most needed is that of 
co-operation, the esprit de corps, the 
attitude of “all for one and one for all,” 
and tke willingness to submerge indi- 
vidual talents and strength, and personal 
glory, in the oné great objective of reach- 
ing the summit. Only two meh got there, 
and their names have been flashed across 
the world; but they never could have 
done it without the loyal support of all 
the others, and the decisive word of a 
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good leader. They succeeded not only 
through strength, stamina, and skill, and 
a knowledge of their adversary, but 
through obedience to orders. The Cap- 
tain of our salvation is an infallible 
guide, whose “judgment is just” (John 
5:30), and He has traversed the whole 
rugged path of life from the cradle to 
the grave, and conquered a greater eremy 


than Everest when He resisted every 
temptation of the Devil and overcame 
even death itself. He knows exactly 


what are the talents and limitations of 
His workers, what is the best place for 
them, and how to use them most effec- 
tively in His service. We are happiest 
and most useful when we look to Him 
directly, let Him have His way, and are 
not jealous of the position and attain- 
ments of others. Our attitude should be, 


“in honour preferring one another” 
(Rom. 12:10), and that in all things 
Christ might have the pre-eminence 
(Col. 1:18). 


~“ 


ll. Life More Abundantly 


This is the second of a series of editorials on the Victorious Life by the 
Rev. E. L. Langston of Bournemouth, Eng. 


cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as our 

Saviour and sin-bearer and to know 
that He is dwelling in our hearts, but 
quite another thing to possess what our 
Lord meant by His promise, “I am 
come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abun- 
dantly.” Our Lord definitely told us 
that He left eternity and laid aside His 
eternal glory, not only that He might 


I: IS one thing for us to have ac- 


give to us His own eternal life, but 
that we might have it “more abun- 


dantly,” namely, to be possessed “with 
all the fulness of God.” Every true 
Christian, no matter what his denom- 
ination, has God Himself abiding in his 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Who is among you that feareth 
the Lord, that ebeyeth the voice of 
his servant, that walketh in dark- 
ness, and hath no light? let him 
trust in the name of the Lord, and 
stay upon his God” (Isa. 50:10). 























heart, and his body becomes the temple 
of the living God. “What? know ye 
not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own? 
For ye are bought with a price: there- 
fore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 
6:19, 20). 

We all recognize the fact that the 
Lord Jesus had given Himself to us in 
all His infinite purity and holiness; but 
now He wants us to give ourselves to 
Him in the same way that He has given 
Himself to us, and present unto Him 
our bodies as “a living sacrifice.” “I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:1, 2). 

It is one thing to have the Lord Jesus 
dwelling in the heart and to possess 
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Him as Saviour and Friend, but it is 
quite another thing for the Lord Jesus 
to possess us—our spirits, our souls, our 
bodies, our all. We each one of us pos- 
sess a dual nature and we carry the 
natural life about with us to our death; 
there is no such thing as “sinless perfec- 
tion,” and after we have come to Christ 
and Christ has made His abode in our 
heart, there come trials and tempta- 
tions and problems just because we are 
children of God. The world today has 
no use for Christ and are saying by 
their actions, “We will not have this 
man to reign over us.” They are quite 
prepared to accept Him as an example 
or as a great divine leader who died, 
not so much as a savior, but as an 
example; and we must all, so the world 
says, strive to be like Him and to live 
as He lived and taught; but we soon 
find out that we cannot live this life, 
for the world, the flesh, and the Devil 
are too strong for us. The promise is, 
“Sin shall not have dominion over you” 
(Rom. 6:14); but our experience is that 
sin is always having dominion over us 
and we are not getting the victory. The 
divine life within us is not being ex- 
‘pressed and made manifest because of 
the power of indwelling sin in our sel- 
fish nature which loves its own way, 
loves to express itself, and this selfish 
nature is seen in some form or other in 
every Christian. 

But is it God’s will that we, who are 
now sons of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ, we who have the experience of 
Christ making His home in our hearts, 
are always to be the slaves of our fallen 
nature and under the domination and 
temptations of the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil? No, a thousand times, no! 
This is not God’s will for us. His prom- 
ise is, “I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more 
abundantiy”;. that is, the life of holiness, 
inward heart peace, the life of victory. 

When the Apostle Paul spoke to those 
very worldly and fieshly Christians of 
Corinth, reminding them that their bod- 
ies were the temples of the living God, 
he used a very remarkable term in the 
Greek. In the Greek there are two 
words translated by the one word “tem- 
ple,” one, namely, to hieron, the other 
ho naos. To hieron refers to the whole 
of Herod’s Temple, with its outer court 
of the priests and court of the Gentiles, 
as well as the Temple buildings them- 
selves. It took over forty years for 
Herod to build that Temple; it was one 
of the great wonders of the world with 
its white marble walls, Corinthian pil- 
lars, and its golden roof; but St. Paul, 
when speaking to the Corinthian Chris- 
tians reminded them that their bodies 
were the hoi naoi (plural), the temples 
of the living God. The ho naos (singu- 
lar) is a very small portion of the to 
hieron, the great Temple, namely, “the 
Holiest of all,” where in Solomon’s Tem- 
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ple was the Ark of the Covenant and 
the mercy seat and over the mercy seat 
the Shekinah glory. The Shekinah glory 
was nothing less than the manifesta- 
tion of the glory of God Himself liter- 
ally abiding in His Temple; Jehovah, 
the God of the Israelites, the Lord of 
Glory, the Lord of all power and might, 
whom the angels of Heaven worship, 
the Creator of the universe, the living 
God actually dwelling with men. 

The second great purpose for which 
Christ came to this earth was not only 
to give us His own eternal life, but 
that He should manifest Himself in all 
His glory and grace and wisdom and 
might and power in these bodies of ours. 
So there must be. in the life of every 
Christian, the experience of conversion 
and also of absolute submission and sur- 
render of our spirit. soul, mind, and body 
to the Lord, the Holy Spirit, that these 
bodies of ours may in reality become 
the temples, the dwelling places of the 
living God on this earth. 

Now it is not easy for the flesh to 
be renounced and denied. To every 
Christian there comes a time when this 
inward conflict between the Holy Spirit, 
who is abiding in us, and the spirit of 
our fallen nature comes to a head and 
there is a kind of inward mutiny. On 
the one hand we love always to glorify 
the Lord Jesus in all we say and do; 
but on the other hand we find our- 
selves giving way to the works of the 
flesh, sinful desires, and are conscious 
that every imagination of the thoughts 
of our ‘hearts are only evil continually 
(Gen. 6:5). 

Paul had this experience and he 
described it in Romans 7:19-24: “For 
the good that I would I do not: but the 
evil which I would not, that I do. Now 
if I do that I would not, it is no more I 
that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
I find then a law, that, when I would do 
good, evil is present with me. For I 
delight in the law of God after the in- 
ward man: but I see another law in 
my members, warring against the law 
of my mind, and bringing me into cap- 
tivity to the law of sin which is in my 
members. O wretched man that I am! 
who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?” 

Are you conscious of that inward 
striving? Is it possible to obey that 
divine command: “Be ye holy; for I 
am holy; be ye therefore perfect, even 
as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect”? (1 Pet. 1:16; Matt. 5:48.) 

(To be continued) 
+4 

A life resolve that every Christian 
worker ought to consider is the follow- 
ing: “Whenever I am in such intimacy 
with a soul as to be justified in choosing 
my subject of conversation, the theme of 
themes shall have prominence between 
us, so that I may learn his need, and, if 
possible, meet it.”—Charles G. Trumbull. 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Making Good Use of 
Sunday Afternoons 


With the exception of one summer 
many years ago, our Sunday school has 
met at 2:30 in the afternoon through- 
out the year ever since it was organ- 
ized more than fifty years ago, until 
last summer, when, in response to an 
insistent demand, the hour was changed 
to 9:45 a.m. for the months of July and 
August. 

Recently a ballot was taken which 
showed nearly 72 per cent in favor 
of the morning hour throughout the 
year and the remainder about evenly 
divided between 12:15 and 2.30 p.m. 
Consequently, our school has gone on 
a permanent morning schedule. 

Some of our leaders have always 
maintained that the afternoon should 
not be left open with absolutely noth- 
ing to offer our boys and girls, young 
people and adults to offset the appeal 
of sports, recreation, and all kinds of 
secular activities. 

We are asking ourselves the ques- 
tion: “Do we have a Lord’s Day or is 
it merely an hour or two for Him, and 
the rest of the day for our own worldly 
pleasures and pursuits?” 

Do you know of any Sunday schools 
which are making profitable use of the 
afternoon hours? Can you offer any 
suggestions for our consideration?—A 
Pennsylvania reader. 

The Maranatha Tabernacle, Darby, Pa. 
(the Rev. George H. Mundell, pastor), 
has three fine Sunday afternoon projects. 
One is the dividing of the members into 
various teams who visit old folks’ homes, 
convalescent and rest homes, jails, hos- 
pitals, and the like, and conduct Gospel 
services. This has proved to be a great 
blessing both to the church and to the 
different institutions which the teams 
visit. Then they have an afternoon Sun- 
day school for children and adults whom 
they pick up in a bus and bring to 
church from considerable distances. The 
bus is labeled “The Child Evangelism 
Church on Wheels.” They also conduct 
children’s meetings on Sunday after- 
noons and weekday evenings in neg- 
lected sections of the city. This latter 
project has developed until they now 
have four rented buildings for this pur- 
pose. 

A teacher training course can be given 
on Sunday afternoon for those who 
would like to qualify for teaching in 
the Sunday school. The Preliminary 
Course of the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Association can be followed in this 
way, and covered in three terms of 
twelve weeks each, with two-hour ses- 
sions once a week. Full information 
may be obtained from the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association, 434 So. 
Wabash Ave., Chicago 5. 

One church near Philadelphia has 
what is called a “Christ for Me Club” 
for children, from four to five on Sun- 
day afternoons. 








Lesson for August 23 


Experiences of a climber 


O MOUNTAINEER of any expe- 
N rience can long escape being 

asked, “Why do you climb?” It 
may, therefore, be just as well to begin 
these informal and very personal rem- 
iniscences written at the request of my 
friend Dr. Howard, who also loves the 
high hills, by attempting to answer the 
inevitable query. 

“Why do you climb?” Now there 
may be behind that question more than 
idle curiosity. There may be behind it 
an attitude toward mountains, carried 
over unconsciously from the Middle 
Ages. Not until the end of the eight- 
eenth century did men look at the 
jagged rocks and perpetual snows of the 
high mountains as anything but terrify- 
excrescences upon the face of 
nature. Only through firsthand knowl- 
edge, gained by exploring the glaciers 
and climbing the rocky heights, did fear 
give way to appreciation of the beauty 





ing 


of the great ranges. Or, if modern 
men have lost this fear of the moun- 


tains, they may see little use in climb- 
ing their summits. The hazards seem 
too great and the exercise too strenu- 
ous for most people to take the trouble 
of climbing nowadays. 

But the view of mountains reflected 
in the Bible is different from the super- 
stitious awe of the Middle Ages or the 
lazy unconcern of many today. In con- 
trast to the general avoidance of moun- 


tains in medieval times, there are in 
Scripture, even more than in other 
ancient literature, many references to 


them, far outnumbering references to 
the other leading aspect of nature, the 
sea. From the mention in Genesis 8:4 
of Ararat, the great 17,000-foot peak in 
Armenia, capped by its glittering ice 
dome, to Revelation 21:10, where John 
in his vision is transported to a high 
mountain, whence he sees the New Jeru- 
salem in all her splendor, the Word of 
God is full of mountains. Names like 
Ararat, Moriah, Sinai, Horeb, Zion, Car- 
mel, Hermon, Gerizim, Olivet, and Cal- 
vary have rich associations; indeed the 
basic structure of sacred history might 
be related to the mountains of Scripture. 
And in respect to poetry, some of the 
most sublime imagery in the Old Tes- 
tament has to do with mountains. 

But most appealing to the Christian 
is the place mountains occupy in 
the life and ministry of the Lord 
Jesus. To them He withdrew for 
solitary prayer. From a lofty summit 
the Devil showed Him all the kingdoms 
of this world. Two of His greatest ser- 
mons were spoken in the hills. It may 
well have been on the flanks of Her- 
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|. Mountain Views 
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By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Litt.D. 


There is a fascination about moun- 
tain climbing that draws a climber 
back again and again. Some among 
the Christian leaders in England 
and America have been and are 
enthusiastic mountaineers. Among 
these may be named Dr. John 
Gresham Machen, who climbed ex- 
tensively in the Canadian Rockies 
and the Alps; the Rev. E. L. Langs- 
ton, whose editorials are now appear- 
ing in the Times; Dr. Allan MacRae, 
president of Faith Theological Sem- 
inary; and Dr. Frank Gaebelein, 
headmaster of the Stony Brook 
School for Boys. This is the first of 
four fine essays, in which Dr. Gaebe- 
lein tells some of his own thrilling 
experiences, finding in them many 
spiritual lessons. He sees in the 
mountains the handiwork of God, 
and can say with the hymn writer, 
Wade Robinson: 

Heaven above is softer blue, 

Earth around is sweeter green! 

Something lives in every hue 

Christless eyes have never seen. 








mon, the dominant peak of Lebanon, 
that He was transfigured and His gar- 
ments shone white as the high snows. 
Nor can we ever forget that the “cross 
on which the Prince of Glory died” was 
set upon a hill. 

Despite this wealth of sacred associ- 
ation, the attitude toward mountains in 
Scripture differs from our feeling today. 
Climbing as we know it was not done 
in Bible times. As has already been 


stated, for the first seventeen hundred 
years of the Christian Era there was 
little attempt to explore the great 
mountain ranges Exceptions there 
were, of course, such as the Emperor 
Hadrian’s climb of Etna in Sicily; the 
venturesome Leonardo da Vinci, who 
explored part of the Monte Rosa range; 
and the soldiers of Cortez who in 1519 
struggled up the icy cone of Popocate- 
petl in Mexico to get sulphur. But it 
was the ascent of Mont Blanc by Bal- 
mat in 1786 that began the mountain- 
eering of our times. Following this con- 
quest of the topmost point of Western 
Europe, the British took up climbing, 
and in the nineteenth century first de- 
veloped it as a recreation. Great Al- 
pine summits were ascended by men 
like Tyndale, Leslie Stephen, Mummery, 
Whymper, and their Swiss and French 
guides. 

“But what,” the nonclimber asks, “has 
all this to do with my question? Why,” 
he persists, “do you climb?” The an- 
swer is that climbing mountains reflects 
an attitude toward them. We who find 
our recreation in the high hills do so 
because we them. George Leigh 
Mallory, who with his young companion 
Irvine disappeared in 1924 within 1,000 
feet of the summit of Mt. Everest, spoke 
for every when he an- 
swered the question as to why he 
wanted to climb Everest by simply say- 
ing, “Because it’s there.” 

Only the minority of climbers 
will ever attempt, the 
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mountaineer 


tiny 
see, let alone 


(Continued on page 683) 














Northern Side of Mt. Hood, Oregon 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





ORE About the Simalungun of Su- 
M matra.—For a half century the 

Gospel has been preached among 
these people without much result. They 
were heathen under Moslem princes. 
Only after the Japanese invasion of Su- 
matra had broken the power of these 
princelings, have their subjects dared to 
align themselves with the Christian 
Bataks. 

Of one hundred fifty thousand, fifteen 
thousand are already Christian, and nine 
thousand are under instruction for bap- 
tism. One seés crowds of heathen pack- 
ing the Sunday service and later listen- 
ing to teachers and elders in baptism 
classes. The beautiful, great church at 
Raja is full and overflowing. Benches 
and floor are so crowded that one can 
hardly pass through. They are forest 
men, a backward enclave in the midst of 
the progressive Bataks, “letter-blind,” as 
the Eurasians call illiterates. They listen 
to Bible stories, learn the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Apostles’ Creed, and 
various hymns. “These last are sung 
with little harmony, yet they must please 
the angels as much as the most splendid 
Bach choir.” 

This unexpected harvest is bringing in 
whole villages and God has prepared 
teachers for them. In 1940, Pandita Wis- 
mar began gathering together and in- 
structing “Friends of Jesus.” These were 
taught a year and a half and were 
awarded diplomas. They began to wit- 
ness in the villages. Now there are some 
thirteen hundred men and women, be- 
tween twenty and forty years of age, 
ready to instruct the mass movement. 
Dr. Krueger of the Rhenish Mission, 
writing of these Saksi ni Christus, says, 
“Rarely in Indonesia have I seen such 
determined faces, so joyfully ready, as 
in these circles.” 

Mention is made of the Percursus, cor- 
responding to the Stunden of German 
pietism, meetings for prayer and Bible 
study. These have developed into peni- 
tential movements, confession of sins, 
reparations, the putting away of amulets 
and other protective charms. Villages 
filled with mutual hatred and feud have 
become reconciled. Unheard of joy has 
entered, as in the early church of The 
Acts. They are full of the Holy Ghost. 
It is as at “the great repentence” among 
the Nias in 1915. 

That there are also shadows in the 
picture is understandable. Some claim 
to have inspiration, denied to “the dead 
Batak pastors,” and perilous tendencies 
result. Such deviations seem always to 


have trailed authentic movements of the 
Spirit. 


As Frederic Godet once said, 


“When God makes a man, Satan directly 
makes an ape.”—World Dominion, Dr. 
Cochrane, editor.) 


The centenary of the publication of 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” February 18, was 
commemorated in the great amphi- 
theater of the Sorbonne, Paris, if not in 
the United States. Mrs. Stowe, the 
authoress, was a daughter of the manse 
—Lyman Beecher’s manse—and minis- 
ter’s wife; and her book, as she has told 
us, had in its composition much in the 
nature of inspiration. 

Another friend of the Negroes was 
born a century ago, Thomas Comber. He 
was associated with George Grenfell, 
another English Baptist, who pioneered 
the Congo riverway as explorer and 
missionary. Their plan was to open a 
passage to Stanley Pool, navigable there- 
after for a thousand miles into the heart 
of Africa: and into the hearts of the 
Bolobo, Lukolela, Upoto, Yalemba, and 
Yakusu peoples. For eight years Com- 
ber labored incessantly among savage 
peoples, always in danger, with a mini- 
mum of supplies, in a fatal climate. His 
wife died of fever and his colleagues 
succumbed, one by one. Hostile tribes 
barred his path. Carriers deserted him. 
Natives blackmailed and threatened him. 
At times, he had to run for his life. In 
the end, two colleagues reached the Pool 
before him, but he had made their 
achievement possible and organized the 
steps that followed. With him the history 
of Congo missions began. At thirty-five 
years of age a fatal fever ended his 
stormy life. 


The Chair of Unity Octave is an or- 
ganization formed by an_ Episcopal 
clergyman, the Rev. P. J. F. Wattson, 
to forward church unity. “Its national 
office is with the Franciscan friars at 
Garrison, N. Y., and its publication car- 
ries the title, “Pray that all may become 
one,” with a picture of St. Peter’s and 
a vast multitude swarming toward and 
into it. This is typical of the church 
union movement _§ generally. Abram 
Poljac speaks of the egoisms which the 
Christian should strive against, personal 
egoism, family egoism, national egoism, 
churchly egoism. This last expresses itself 
in the effort to make “all one” by in- 
trigue, proselytism, and assumed friend- 
liness. The holiest words in the Inter- 
cessory Prayer of John 17 are borrowed 
for this ignoble end. 


Two Jewish boys, by name Finaly, 
were sheltered by a Catholic woman 
during the last war and received Cath- 
olic baptism. Now their return to Jew- 
ish relatives is refused and there is 
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much public excitement in France over 
the affair. The attorney for the family 
has appealed to the Nuncio and to the 
Bishop of Grenoble for their return, 
without avail. It is an involved affair 
with nuns, code messages, successive dis- 
appearances, and so on, worthy of a 
police novel. The case seems related 
to a Catholic mission for the conversion 
of Jews, Notre Dame de Zion, its foun- 
ders, the Ratisbonne brothers, being 
Catholic Jews. The Superior of this 
Congregation has been imprisoned. It 
is thought that the boys are now safely 
secreted in Spain. 

Religious kidnaping of Protestant boys 
was a marked feature of the seventeenth 
century persecutions of Huguenots. 
Thousands of Greek children have also 
been torn from mothers and brought 
to Moscow to be educated in Commu- 
nist atmosphere. 

Later. The two boys, Robert 10, Ger- 
ald 11, have been, as a consequence of 
the agitation, sent to live with a weal- 
thy French Jew, M. Andre Weil, until 
they come of age. Then they may 
choose their own faith. 


The Indefatigables. — This time in 
Madagascar! A French exchange writes: 
“One knows the former influence and 
power of Protestantism in Madagascar, 
where the greater part of the élite is 
still of Protestant stock. Protestant 
missions have carefully abstained from 
interfering in elections. Catholic mis- 
sions, which have excellent newspapers, 
have been recommending certain candi- 
dates and have brought to bear much 
influence on the administration. The 
result is that the majority of the Mala- 
gasys elected to local assemblies have 
been Catholics. This is not without im- 
portance since these legislative bodies 
control the budget, and the subsidies to 
Catholic schools are now two or three 
times as great as those to Protestant 
ones. This enables them to erect splen- 
did buildings. These representatives, 
nearly all Catholics, are invited officially 
to visit France. They make pilgrimages 
to Lourdes. They give in France the 
image of a Catholic Madagascar.” 

Wales, which is a stronghold of virile 
Protestantism, is being invaded by Ro- 
manism. “Hail Mary, Mother of God! 
Pray for the conversion of Wales,” reads 
the poster announcing the founding of 
Neath Abbey. Bala is a famous Welsh 
Presbyterian college town. Here lived 
Thomas Charles, a founder of the British 
Bible Society. A Roman church has 
been built opposite his birthplace. Ten 
thousand Roman Catholics will visit 
Bala this year, and attend Mass on the 
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shores of Llyn Tegid Lake. Other great 
pilgrimages are reported. 

In Bradford, Vermont, Redemptorist 
fathers have built church and monastery 
and are sending out missionary priests, 
“some of its finest young men,” to the 
heathen Vermonters. Their approach is 
said to be “folksy church suppers and 
fairs, New England fashion.” 


“For all the saints who from their 
labors rest.”—The Rev. G. A. Lundmark 
was an executive in the Apex Washing 
Machine Company who, in 1928, aban- 
doned his good position to associate him- 
self with the Home of Onesiphorus, a 
faith mission in Hong Kong for the care 
of orphans, with two auxiliary orphan- 
ages in the Holy Land. For twenty- 
seven years he was also chairman of the 
Lake View Gospel Church in Chicago. 
He literally fathered hundreds of boys 
and girls, training them in the Christian 
faith and to ultimate self-support. The 
great majority have made good, and 
many are now outstanding Christian 
leaders. 

We must also record with sorrow the 
death of another great friend of orphans 
and the helpless, Mr. Robert Kircher of 
Christ’s Home, Warminster, Pa. Few 
men in our generation had the ear of 
God as he, and his executive and prac- 
tical gifts were also very great. His 
loss, in his fifties, seems irreparable, and 
is a call to determined prayer. 


The Board of Missions of the Methodist 
Church has issued an absurd folder on 
“Making the World Church a Part of 
Family Life.” It describes the United 
Nations and the World Council of 
Churches as “attempts of mankind to 
bring unity and sanity into the world. 
They have a common motivation. The 
help and advice of the Church are prov- 
ing invaluable to the United Nations as 
it works on this Technical Assistance 
program. Christ preached the unity of 
the church and of mankind, praying four 
times for one thing—that they all be 
one.” 

For all American children. Prayers 
that the Evanston (1954) meeting may 
help to accomplish what we ask for in 
the Lord’s Prayer, are timely and im- 
portant. 

A very meaningful devotion for the 
family, or better still a series of them, 
can be constructed from the Amsterdam 
Message of the World Council. The 
things that Jesus said about unity can 
be used in Bible readings. 

The World Church becomes a part of 
family games. “Where Am I?” a game 
for children from 8 to 10. The person 
whose turn it is thinks of one of the 
places important in the history of the 
world Church—Jerusalem, Amsterdam, 
Antioch, Madras, Stockholm. The first 
one to guess the city has the next turn. 

The World Church’s fifth birthday is 
August 23, 1953. That anniversary, and 
others to come, might well be put on the 
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family birthday calendar. It could have 
a cake and, if a pastry tube is handy, 
the children might decorate the cake 
with the symbol of the birthday child. 

The World Church the 
family with hobbies, record music char- 
acteristic of denominations in the World 
Council; scrapbook with hymns of each 
of the denominations making up the 
World Church, being sure not to forget 
the Eastern Orthodox Church. Also col- 
lections of pictures and articles relating 
to the Evanston meeting, collection of 
stamps and cancellations from ecumeni- 
cal .meetings, as, for example, the ecu- 
menical symbol of the Willingen meeting 


can provide 


From Europe.—The Tabernacle on the 
Montmartre, Paris, has given the Church 
a testimony to the power of. woman’s 
leadership. Mme. Blocher, on the death 
of her splendid husband; took up his 
ministry and has preached there for 
twenty-three years. Her father, Dr. R 
Saillens, was perhaps the _ greatest 
preacher in the France of his time, and 
he used to say of his daughter, Mme 
Blocher, “She preaches as well as I can.” 
The coming pastor is M. Jacques Blocher, 
third in this devoted and distinguished 
line. His consecrated wife is the 
ter of Professor van Nos of the Univer- 
sity of Leyden. Mme 
twenty-seven years as her husband's as- 
sistant and twenty-three his 
successor. The Tabernacle, in addition 
to its flourishing home work, has twenty- 
three missionaries at work in the Ivory 
Coast, West Africa 

The Welsh are related racially to the 
people of Brittany in northwest France 
and have a mission among these very 
drunken and Catholic people. Pastor 
Williams, who has led it for many years, 
has been working out from Quimper into 
the surrounding villages. Now he 
died. It is a hard field, yet not without 
fruit. Thus he lived to see the last 
drinkshop in the little port of Lesconil 
close its doors, the patrons having passed 
into the Protestant mission chapel 

St. Thomas’ Church, Leipzig, was once 
a scene of John Sebastian Bach's musical 
activity, and its boys’ choir 
famous through the years since his day 
Its present choir director, Prof. G 
Ramin, was invited lately to participate 
in giving “The Song of the Forests,” 
which is dedicated to the glory of Mar- 
shal Stalin. He refused and was conse- 
quently forced out of his positions as 
leader of the Gewandhaus Chorus and 
the Leipzig Institute of Religious Music. 

Spurgeon’s Metropolitan 
demolished during the war 
built to hold an audience of 1,750 


daugh- 


3locher labored 


years as 


has 


has been 


Tabernacle, 
is to be re- 

A Scottish Christian Industrial Order 
of employees and management has been 
formed to work for industrial peace on 
a Christian basis. It aims at setting up 
centers all over Scotland. A thousand 
men met last year at the Assembly Hall, 
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Edinburgh, representing all sections of 
industry from twenty-eight presbyteries 


and 325 congregations. A _ delegation 
from the Trades Union Congress was 


also present. Sir George Schuster, dis- 
tinguished economist and expert in the 
sphere of human relations in industry, 
pled for something to replace the old 
authoritarian system by one of co- 
operation. Authority and leadership must 
be combined with participation. The 
essential purpose must be “not to pro- 
duce welfare by paternalistic 
measures, but rather to make each fac- 
tory unit a harmonious, live, co-operat- 
ing community of individuals, working 


so-called 


together spontaneously for a common 
purpose which is understood and ac- 
cepted by all.” Certainly a Christian 


ideal! 


There is an American Legion Post in 
Chicago, the Aaron Post No. 788, which 
numbers nearly two hundred members. 
Meetings are held the second Friday in 
each month at the Morrison Hotel;. group 
meetings for prayer, services at the 
Hines Veterans’ Hospital and at the Pa- 
cific Garden Mission. The Post employs 
one of its members as a Special Service 
Officer to do Christian work in the hos- 


pital. In fifteen months Mr. Miller has 
given out 1,910 Bibles; 11,000 Gospels, 
475 New Testaments, 50,000 tracts, and 
423 other Christian books. There have 
been many conversions. (“A Legion 
Post That Prays.”) 


Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio, 
is an illustration of how Christian insti- 
tutions are lost to their Christian found- 
ers. It was originally a foundation of 
the Christians and so named from Acts 
11:26. Unitarians went systematically to 
work to get control of it, and ultimately 
succeeded. Under President Arthur Mor- 
himself a Baptist turned Unitarian, 
the last word in secularized 
In No. 241 of National Repub- 
lic Lettergrams the Internal Security 
Sub-Committee is quoted to this effect: 

“Antioch College at Yellow Springs is 
cited as an example of [Communist] 
infiltration among college youth. Sworn 
testimony is presented showing that al- 
most 40 per cent of the Antioch student 
body ‘support all the activities and the 
line as the Young Progressives of America 
hands it down and as the Communist 
Party on that campus hands it down 
through the Young Progressives.’ ” 

In discussing the efforts of Communists 
to infiltrate the Boy Scouts, the same 
document mentions one “fellow-traveller 
clergyman with seven churches under his 
wing (who) organized seven Boy Scout 
troops for the purpose of indoctrinating 
them with the Red philosophies.” 


gan 
it became 


education 


It is well known that the Unitarian 
churches in Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire have succeeded in getting 


into the Councils of Churches of those 
two states. Their self-announced pur- 
pose has been all along to Unitarianize 
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Christian churches. Now the minister of 
Grace Congregational Church, Framing- 
ham, Mass., has asked the president of 
the Massachusetts Council to take meas- 
ures against the preaching of atheism in 
an unnamed denomination, which can 
only refer to Unitarianism. And it ap- 
pears to be Communist atheism! 

“Should the Council,” he asks, “in the 
hallowed name of civil liberties, continue 
as members of its radio panels such per- 
sons as a Committee of Congress declares 
to have been members of eleven and of 
twenty Communist organizations. 
Should they continue, year after year, 
as the Voice of the Church Council? Let 
them find a new vocabulary and stop 
calling the organizations they represent 
‘churches.’” Mr. McNeil urges the adop- 
tion, as a requirement of membership in 
the Council of Churches, of an unmis- 
takeable statement of faith in God made 
known through Jesus Christ. 

Listen for raucous cries of “Tyranny 
of Creeds.” 


A Letter From a German School 
Teacher.—“In the years of World War I, 
I went to a Normal College, a Bible- 
believing boy from a devout home. 
There was instruction in ‘Religion.’ Our 
teacher was a Liberal theologian, who 
taught us ‘the assured results of Bible 
criticism.’ As a consequence, followed 
long years of struggle in my inner life. 
Only the coming of God into my heart 
led me finally to throw over all this 
rubbish and brought me back to the 
simple faith of my father’s house. Many 
other teachers whom I knew were simi- 
larly misled.” 

As a young man he was obligated to 
give an example of religious class teach- 
ing before the authorities. The subject 
he chose was the raising of Lazarus. 
When he had finished, the school inspec- 
tor took him aside, saying, “It’s a pity 
you chose such a questionable subject. 
You have good pedagogic abilities.” Then, 
tapping me on the shoulder, he added, “It 
were a shame to become a pietist.”” He 
had recommended to him a manual for 
teachers in which the story of Lazarus 
was explained away. 

The large “Handbook for Christian 
Teaching” was of the same sort, describ- 
ing the Old Testament as a collection of 
legends. In a prefatory note, acknowl- 
edgment was made to the Church Charity 
Fund for a grant of paper which made 
possible its printing! An institute for 
training teachers, led by a high official, 
had “The Pentateuch in the Classroom” 
for its subject. The doubtfulness of the 
sources was chiefly dwelt on. The story 
of the lifting up of the serpent in the 
wilderness “had no confirmation from 
Jesus’ lips since the words in John’s 
Gospel were hardly those of Jesus.” 

“An old brother once said to me, ‘If 
you want to erase the Christian faith of 
a son or daughter, let them study in a 
theological seminary.’” 
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Then he recounts the story of the 
union hymnal now being pressed on the 
churches in the State Church although 
it stands for the destruction of the sub- 
stance of Christianity. The teachers in 
the public schools are obliged to teach 
hymns of this type. 

“After thirty years of such experience 
one asks who will heal this Babel? Have 
we no longer rights in the church? 
Ought we remain in it? The Lord Him- 
self can change things for the better. 
Or perhaps He is waiting en His Second 
Coming.” 

New Methods.—A young Scotch nfinis- 
ter, the Rev. Thomas Patterson, is devel- 
oping a plan for training his member- 
ship in what is knewn as apologetics. 
A member, who worked in a factory, 
was constantly heckled by fellow work- 
men regarding his religious beliefs and 
the ministry of the church. He was not 
their match and called on the minister 
to instruct him. In addition, various of 
his people were after those who had 
fallen away from the church and here 
again were puzzled as to what they 
should answer to many objections. 

So Mr. Patterson induced the Presby- 
tery to undertake a course of a dozen 
lectures to be given, two each night 
over six weeks, at different centers. 
This went so well that two more courses 
were instituted and, at the people’s re- 
quest, the first courses were published. 
This training for intelligent witness bids 
fair to spread to other presbyteries. 


The Tract Ministry of Mr. John Fergu- 
son, out from Detroit, matches Miss 
Ridderhof’s Gospel Recordings in Los 
Angeles and world over. His latest bul- 
letin is full of interest. Thus Mr. T. G. 
Pratten, on the southern edge of Tibet, 
writes, “The printed word is the only 
way we can get the message of salvation 
into Tibet, Bhutan, Nepal and Sikkim. I 
live next door to the police station where 
the Tibetans have to register, so that I 
contact them every day, and I am sur- 
rounded with Nepalis.” 

A letter from Israel: “I enclose the 
pledge slip from the booklet which 
helped me to believe in Jesus Christ as 
the only redeemer of the world. A large 
number of Jews have founded a Spirit- 
ual Zionist Organization of Faithful 
Forerunners of Eternal Life on Earth in 
Israel, to preach Jesus as only redeemer, 
Him whom Jews have been awaiting. We 
seek your support with literature, espe- 
cially in French, to help us with our 
great opponents, the Pharisees.”—S. B. 
Nauhmias of Pardess Hanna, Israel. 

Another worker among Jews, in Eel- 
gium, asks for tracts. “Jews are great 
readers and devour everything that 
comes under their eyes.” 

Mr. Vandegrift of Congoland: “We 
were overjoyed by your splendid gift of 
tracts. Our most difficult job is to reach 
the educated native, who works all day 
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with white people [mostly Catholic], and 


employs the French language. Your 
tracts are not just read and cast aside, 
but are kept and loaned out to friends, 
and tacked on the wall, and ofttimes car- 
ried in the shirt-pocket until the paper 
is tattered beyond readibility.” 

Swedish Missions.—The Swedish Israel 
Mission has established a theological in- 
stitute in Jerusalem to which the Scan- 
dinavian lands will send students for 
an introduction into the history of Juda- 
ism and of the historical bases of the 
Bible. It is hoped that Jewish students 
will also take courses. The director is 
Dr. Lundgren of the University of Up- 
psala. 

The great Swedish mission in Eritrea 
was closed down for ten years, during 
the Italian occupation of Mussolini's 
day. Now it is reopened and carrying 
on evangelism in three languages, Tigré, 
Tigrina, and Kumama. It has its own 
printing press, a hospital, and thirteen 
head stations. The demand for Scrip- 
tures has been unexampled and a Chris- 
tian community of four thousand is in 
the care of some fifteen missionaries 
and native workers. The prospect is 
described as bright. , 

Another Swedish mission, among the 
Kingoyi people on the Congo, is cele- 
brating its fiftieth anniversary. Begun 
in weakness and great opposition by 
Flodén, Borrisson, and Storm, among a 
warring people, it now has 10,303 mem- 
bers registered in the Kingoyi Church 
Book. At its jubilee some four thou- 
sand people of the Kingoyi sat down 
at the Lord’s table. 


The French poet, Charles Peguy, once 
made a pilgrimage on foot at Whitsun- 
tide to Chartres Cathedral for the heal- 
ing of a sick child of his. Now annually, 


French students, in sentimental vein, 
make the same pilgrimage afoot. Last 


year they were received by Archbishop 
Feltin of Paris, who, in his address, re- 
marked that, in meditating on the Lord’s 


Prayer, they should remember that 
“Mary is your Mother as God your 
Father.” Would he then pray, “Our 
Mother, who art in Heaven . Thy 


kingdom come”? Presumably, yes. 


CorRECTION.—I have given as the ad- 
dress for the purchase of French pubii- 
cations the Librairie Evangélique. I am 
now told by the manager of this house, 
M. Dumesnil, that the French adminis- 
tration recognizes it under a different 
name. This then is the better address: 
Librairie Les Bons Semeurs, 56 Rue 
Vauvenargues, Paris 18, France. 

A typographical error in the Survey, 
July 11, page 606, referred to Dr. Rein- 
hold Niebuhr’s “dialects.” It should of 
course be his “dialectics.” 

—Ernest Gordon. 
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(Continued from page 679) 

great Himalayan summits; yet when we 
look up at Mt. Hood or Rainier, the 
Grand Teton or the Matterhorn, or even 
Mt. Washington or Katahdin, we also 
feel as Mallory did of Everest. Between 
us and the great hills there is a pull, 
not easy of definition, but none the less 
real. The mountain before which we 
stand is a challenge; our eyes measure 
its difficulties, and we want to test out 
its cliffs and couloirs, snowfields, and 
glaciers. But the nonclimber is dif- 
ferent. He may delight in the beauty 
of a mountain, but he admires it from 
afar. 

In my own case, several mountains 
were the magnets that drew me to 
climbing. The first was Pike’s Peak in 
the Rockies. The sight of its huge, red- 
dish bulk looming beyond Colorado 
Springs stirred the urge to climb it, and 
a small boy's persistence (I was eleven 
at the time) was rewarded by the nine- 
mile trudge up the cog railway with my 
mining engineer brother. Another moun- 
tain that helped make me a climber was 
Mt. Hood in the Cascades. The transconti- 
nental train had stopped along the 
Columbia River, and there, piercing the 
blue air above the dark green forests, 
was the north face of Hood, a glorious 
pyramid clad in shining snow. For a 
boy of sixteen it was an unforgettable 
vision of mountain beauty and a chal- 
lenge fulfilled by two ascents of this 
peak many years later. Influential also 
were the gentler summits of the Catskills, 
beloved by my father, with whom I 
walked many miles in those beautifully 
wooded and historic mountains of New 
York State. For he too was a lover of 
the hills, though not a climber in the 
technical sense. 

Yes, we climb in response to a chal- 
lenge. And theechallenge has many 
facets. Not only is it a response to 
beauty: it has also in it the lure of the 
difficult. . Modern life is a strange mix- 
ture of tension and luxury. While 
nerves are taxed by the hurry and com- 
petition of our towns and cities, physi- 
cally we are becoming flabby. Very 
few Americans know how to walk. 
Where our parents would have walked 
—to church, to the store, round the 
block to visit a friend—we ride in cars. 
Mountaineering is a challenge, because 
it demands physical hardship. No one 
ever climbs a great peak without getting 
up early, usually before sunrise, with- 
out eating sparingly of simple food, 
without going on when he is very tired, 
without exposure to burning sun or icy 
wind, and without at times overcoming 
fear. These things are not easy: they 
spell discipline of hand and foot and 
emotion. But they are good in a time 
when the combination of nervous strain 
and physical softness is all too common, 
even among Christians. The bow that is 
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always tightly strung loses its resiliency; 
and even the strongest constitution must 
relax. Our Lord voiced an abiding prin- 
ciple of the Christian life, when He said 
to His disciples, “Come ye yourselves 
apart into a desert place [quite possibly 
the Galilean hills}, and rest a while.” 
To be sure, mountaineering is but one 
of many forms of outdoor recreatiqn, 
yet those of us who follow it thank 
God for the refreshment it brings. 
Climbing, then, has its rewards, and 
they are not all physical. There is 
truth in the lines of that mystical poet, 
William Blake: 
Great things are done when men and moun- 
tains meet: 
These are not done by scurrying in the street. 
Everyone who has climbed at all ex- 
tensively knows something of Blake’s 
meaning, though he may find it hard to 
put into words. I think, for example, of 
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North Face of the Grand Teton, Wyoming 


a sunny midday on the summit rocks of 
the Middle Teton in Wyoming. It was 
1942. Preaching appointments had taken 
me to the Far West, and there was op- 
portunity for some climbing. It was a 
memorable day from the four-o’clock 
start; trudging up the trail in the dark. 
seeing the dawn over Jackson Hole, 
walking in the early morning sun on the 
snow that filled upper Garnet Canyon 
early that July, climbing on crampons 
the frozen couloir to the col between 
the South and Middle Tetons, breasting 
the wind as it came rushing across the 
col from the Idaho side of the range, 
and finally looking for holds up the 
steep rocks to the summit. And the re- 
ward was just to sit there astride a 
sun-warmed granite block, nearly 13,- 
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000 feet above sea level, gazing down 
6,000 feet on Jenny Lake, with the few 
buildings like toy houses, and looking 
up at the tremendous obelisk of the 
Grand Teton, soaring dramatically into 
the almost indigo sky. It was quiet 
with the utter stillness of the high sol- 
itudes. The sun shone brightly. And 
the stillness brought with it a deep, 
inner peace. Prayer and grateful re- 
dedication to the Lord who created such 
grandeur came almost unbidden from 
my heart. The long descent was made 
with spirit refreshed by an experience 
the memory of which abides as a per- 
manent and treasured possession. 

Another of the intangible rewards of 
climbing is the renewed sense of per- 
spective. We go to the mountains with 
our problems—personal, business, or 
professional. And somehow, as we con- 
Sider them on some friendly summit or 
under the heavens with the stars shin- 
ing so brightly through the thin air, 
they do not loom large. We see them 
more clearly and in their proper place. 
At other times we may be too busy 
looking for the next hand or foothold, 
or belaying our companion, to think of 
them specifically, yet the mind and eye 
that become used to the heights and 
depths and spacious vistas of the moun- 
tains learn to evaluate the daily prob- 
lems from the perspective of truth rather 
than the distortion of worry. William 
Blake is right: “Great things are done 
when men dnd mountains meet.” The 
climber may find it hard to put all these 
things into words for others to under- 
Stand. But he knows that the intan- 
gible compensations of climbing can 
never be “gained by scurrying in the 
street.” They come through strenuous 
exertion, through the dicipline of mas- 
tery over self, and, in their highest ex- 
pression, through renewal of the faith 
that sees in the God of creation one so 
great that He “weighed the mountains 
in scales, and the hills in a balance,” 
yet so gracious that He gave His Son, 
through whom all things were made, 
for the redemption of us men. 


(To be continued) 
w 


Rally Day—1953 


ALLY DAY, coming, as it naturally 
does, so soon after vacation time, 
has a way of taking a superintendent or 
a whole teaching staff by surprise, and 
there is little time for preparation and 
rehearsing. The programs written by 
Mary Brainerd Smith were designed to 
supply Sunday schools with Scriptural, 
simple, and yet adequate material that 
would not require lengthy rehearsing. 
They contain responsive readings for 
the whole school, and verse recitations 
and songs for the various departments. 
These last are set to familiar hymn tunes, 


(Continued on page 693) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 8. AUGUST 23. THE CHRISTIAN’S PRAYER LIFE 
Matt. 6:7-13; 1 Tim. 2:1-8; Rom. 8:26-28 (In this order); printed text, 1 Tim. 2:1-8; Rom. 8:26-28 (In this order) 


Golden Text.—I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, 
and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.—1 Tim. 2:1, 


THE KiNG JAMES VERSION 
1 Tim. 2:1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplica- 
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men; 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 


(I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the 
Gentiles in faith and verity. 

8 I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up 
holy hands, without wrath and doubting. 

Rom. 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: 
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but 
the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 





honesty. 


3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 


Saviour; 


4 Who will have all men to be saved, 


the knowledge of the truth. 


5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God 


and men, the man Christ Jesus; 
6 Who gave himself a 
due time. 


7 Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

RAYER is a much discussed, much 
Prreecnes about, much written about 

subject, but as an exercise it is 
much neglected. What most of us want 
is to have prayer made easy, and be- 
cause it refuses to be easy, because 
there is no discoverable technique to 
make it easy, we just neglect it. 

We are not proficient in prayer be- 
cause we do not regard it as of primary 
importance. It is a spare time activity 
—very spare! Other things, which we 
profess to regard as trivial in compari- 
son, are given priority. Which of us 
men, for instance, if we found ourselves 
with time only to shave or pray before 
rushing to the morning train, would 
choose prayer and let the shave go? We 
are still tied to earthly things, and be- 
cause prayer is a heavenly exercise, it 
is relegated to the category of things 
which we do “when we have time.” 

That attitude has been carried into 
our public worship—or what we call 
public worship. We go to church to 
hear a sermon. But it would be too 
much like a mere public lecture if 
there were nothing but the sermon. So 
we have the “preliminaries” to lead up 
to the sermon, to create an “atmosphere” 
for the sermon, and the prayer is one of 
the preliminaries. The Reformation did 
indeed restore the preaching of the 
Word to its rightful place in the church, 
but it is to be feared that the modern 
trend is to deny other exercises their 
due importance—the reading of the 
Scriptures, the lifting of the heart in 


and to come unto 


ransom for all, 


which cannot be uttered. 
27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the 


saints according to the will of God. 


his purpose. 


to be testified in 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 


28 And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to 


the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


“ % “ b 


adoration and praise and prayer. And 
it is painful to have to admit that our 
“fundamental” churches are usually the 
most guilty in this respect. There are 
exceptions, but they are all too few. I 
do not speak of the evangelistic meet- 
ing. but of the gathering of the church 
for worship. 

I would 
who engage 
suggestions: 

Read such a book as 
Scroggie’s “Method in Prayer” 
dently out of print) and put it 
practice. 

Read the Psalms often, and the 
prayers of the Bible, especially Paul’s 
prayers for the saints, and let both their 
truth and their language become the 
warp and woof of your own prayers. 

Read the prayers of the great litur- 
gies, and the pulpit prayers of such 
masters of free prayer as Spurgeon and 
Maclaren, and let your mind and heart 
be enriched by them. 

Dwell much on the Lord’s Prayer, the 
pattern prayer. Study it and learn its 
great lessons. (I have expressed my 
own study of the Lord’s Prayer in a 
small volume entitled “After This Man- 
ner,” published by Eerdmans, Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50; reviewed in S. S. 
TIMES). 

Seek the enabling of the Holy Spirit, 
spoken of in the Romans section of our 
lesson. Let mind and heart be in His 
control. He “helpeth our infirmities.” 


especially for those 
prayer, a few 


make, 
in public 


W. Graham 
(evi- 
into 


Verse by Verse 

1 Tim. 2:1.—“‘Supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks... 
for all men.” For the differences in 
these words for prayer see “Topics for 


International Council of Religious Education. 


Development.” Notice that prayer is to 
be accompanied by thanksgiving (Phil. 
4:6; Col. 1:3), and that Christian pray- 
ing must embrace all men. Nothing 
narrow or selfish here. 


Verse 2.—“For kings .. . that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty.” Prayer for 
rulers is a Christian duty. The ancient 
rituals contain such prayers, many of 
them echoing the words of this verse. 
Godliness here refers to the fear of God. 
For “honesty” read gravity. The word 
suggests the dignity and sobriety of the 
man of God. 


Verse 3.—“For this is good and accept- 
able in the sight of God our Saviour.” 
The “this” refers back to the exhorta- 
tion to pray for all men, and is the 
connecting link with verse 4. 


Verse 4—“Who will have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the knowl- 
edge of the truth.” God’s saving pur- 
pose extends to all men, and this con- 
stitutes our encouragement to pray for 
all. This is no promise of universal 
Salvation, however. Other factors be- 
sides the general benevolence of God 
are involved. 


Verse 5.—“. . . one God, and One medi- 
ator ... the man Christ Jesus.” This 
is “the truth” referred to in verse 4. 
Since there is “one God,” it is only by 
knowing Him, “the only true God,” that 
men can be saved. Since there is “one 
mediator,” only those who “come unto 
God by him” can be saved. Jesus Christ 
is the only one who can “lay his hand 
upon us both” (Job 9:33), since He is 
both God and man. 


Verse 6.—“Who gave himself a ransom 
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for all.” See Mark 10:45. Note the vol- 
untary giving of Himself, and the re- 
demptive nature of that self-giving, to 
rescue us and buy us back into divine 
possession. 

Verse 7.—‘“Whereunto I am ordained 
a preacher .. .®f the Gentiles in faith 
and verity.” Paul was fully conscious 
of His divine appointment to the apos- 
tolate of the Gentiles (Acts 22:17-21; 
Gal. 2:7-9), and defended his apostle- 
ship against every challenge. 


Verse 8.—“I will therefore that men 
pray every where, lifting up holy hands, 
without wrath and doubting.” The 
article should be inserted before men 
(the men). The apostle is speaking of 
public prayer, in the assembly. The 
custom then was not to clasp or fold 
hands, but to lift them, palms upward. 
The bodily posture is not so important, 
but those who lead God’s people in 
prayer must have clean hands (i.e., 
clean lives), and they must be free from 
resentments and cavilings. 


Rom. 8:26.—*“. . . the Spirit also help- 
eth our infirmities . . . maketh interces- 
sion for us with groanings which can- 
not be uttered.” Part of the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit is to help us to pray, 
sometimes by so illuminating our minds 
that we freely utter our petitions in the 
will of God, and sometimes by an in- 
articulate pressure of spirit. 


Verse 27.—“‘And he that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit.”. When we are conscious only 
of a heavy pressure which we cannot 
interpret, but express only in inward 
gsroanings, God knows the meaning of 
it, for that is just our fellowship in the 
intercessions of the Holy Spirit within 
us. At such times we are praying better 
than we know. 

Verse 28.—“‘And we know that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.” We 
look at individual circumstances, but 
this verse contemplates the concurrence 
of all circumstances. The sum total is 
good, in the love and purpose of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The two passages in the printed por- 
tion of our lesson present two aspects 
of the ministry of prayer. 

Paul, in writing to his younger asso- 
ciate, Timothy, gives him instructions 
in church order. In this matter, he 
gives first place to the prayer life of 
the church. Prayer must have a large 
place in the assemblies of God’s people. 
Their prayers are not to be local and 
narrow, but catholic—‘“for all men.” 
Too often we go to church to shut the 
world out. Instead, every time we at- 
tend church, it should be to lift a world 
of sinners up before God in loving 
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Last Week's Lesson 


7. August 16.—Christ Above AIL 
Colossians 1:1 to 2:7 


Next Week's Lesson 
9. August 30.—Standards for Christian 








Leaders. 1 Timothy 3:1-13; 4:6- 
16: 5:21, 22; 2 Timothy 3:14-17 
prayer. That will make our churches 


truly “missionary.” 

Rulers ought to be remembered by 
the church, if for no other reason than 
that the church itself will always feel 
the effects of good or bad government. 
If we wish the ministry of the church 
to proceed unhindered, we must pray 
for governmental authorities, that their 
legislative acts may be favorable to the 
freedom of the Gospel. 

Our prayers should be as broad as 
the love of God, and should reach as 
far as there is “a soul for whom Christ 
died.” The redeeming sacrifice of 
Christ, and His pqwerful mediation on 
behalf of sinful men, ought to give ur- 
gency both to our prayers and to our 
witnessing. Every church service ought 
to ring with these notes of authority— 
one God, one mediator, one sacrifice. 
And these ought to be the inspiration of 
the prayers. 

Paul says that the men are to do the 
praying in public services. There is 
something desperately wrong with a 
church when the men leave the pray- 
ing to the women. But if the men are 
to do the public praying, they had better 
practice in the secret place. 

Praying is big business—too big for 
our small minds and hearts. But when 
God asks us to do a job, He supplies 
the resources. Our Romans passage, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
ITH what aspect of prayer is Paul 
dealing in the passage in 1 Tim- 
othy? 
2. Why should Paul write to Tim- 
othy about such a matter? 
3. What has happened _ to 
prayer in many of our churches? 


public 


4. Why does Paul use so many words 
for prayer? 

5. Why are rulers to be 
prayed for? 

6. What three references to “all men” 
do we find in our lesson? 

7. What is said to be “good and ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God”? 

8. What qualifications must he have 
who leads the congregation of God in 
prayer? 

9. What two sorts of prayer are in 
view in our Romans passage? 

10. What is the “good” for which all 
things work together for God’s people? 


specially 


(Answers on page 691) 
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then, tells us of God's provision for ef- 
fectual praying—the Holy Spirit. He 
more than compensates for our limita- 
tions. He helps us in different ways. 
He helps us by enlightening our under- 
standing in the will of God, so that He 
is actually praying through our minds 
and lips. He helps us by sharing His 
burdens with us, so that even when we 
cannot express what we feel in words, 
or even clearly perceive what is re- 
quired, our inward groanings are ac- 
cepted by God as an expression of “the 
mind of the Spirit.” In this way we 
become partners in God’s mighty prov- 
idential work, by which “all things 
work together” to bring to pass God’s 
great purpose to fashion His chosen and 
called ones into “the image of his Son.” 
We have all too low a conception of 
prayer. Only let us connect prayer 
with the eternal purposes of God, and 
we shall find ourselves engaging in the 
most majestic and the most uplifting 
exercise of which the redeemed soul is 
capable. 
Outline of the Lesson 
1. The call to prayer 
2. The enabling in prayer 
28) 
3. The pattern of prayer (Matt. 6:9-13) 


(1 Tim. 
(Rom. 


2: 1-8) 
8: 26- 


Topics for Development 

Terms for Prayer. In 1 Timothy 2: 
1, the apostle speaks of “supplications, 
prayers, intercessions.” Is he just mul- 
tiplying synonyms for cumulative effect, 
or do these words mean different things? 
We might begin by saying that all sup- 
plications are prayers, but not all pray- 
ers are supplications. Prayers may be 
meditations, ascriptions of praise, acts 
of adoration, confessions, or they may 
be petitions. Supplications, on the 
other hand, are always petitions, in 
which we ask something from God. The 


word translated here “intercessions” 
originally meant “access,” then an 
“interview” as a result of the access, 


from which it came to be applied to 
the request made in the interview. It 
might be seeking’ judgment against 
someone, as in Acts 25:24 (translated 
here “have dealt with me”), and Romans 
11:2 (“maketh intercession . . . against’), 
or seeking another’s welfare, as in 
Romans 8:26, 27, where the Holy Spirit 
makes intercession for the saints. It is 
in this last sense that the word is used 
in 1 Timothy 2:1. 

Praying for Rulers. The command to 
pray for rulers was taken seriously by 
the early church. Some of the ancient 
liturgies preserve for us the prayers 
offered for kings. In “The Divine Lit- 
urgy of Mark,” attributed to John Mark, 
but ‘certainly not written till A.D. 200 
or later, we have the following: “O 
King of kings and Lord of lords, defend 
the kingdom of Thy segvant, our ortho- 
dox and Christ-loving sovereign, whom 
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Thou hast deemed worthy to reign over 
this land in peace, courage, and justice. 
Subdue under him, O Lord, every 
enemy and adversary, whether at home 


or abroad. Gird on Thy shield and ar- 


mour, and rise to his aid. Draw Thy 
sword, and help him to fight against 
them that persecute him. Shield -+him 
in the day of battle, and grant that the 
fruit of his loins may sit upon his 
throne. Be kind to him, O Lord, for 
the sake of Thy holy and apostolic 
church, and all Thy Christ-loving 
people, that we, too, in his peaceful 


reign may live a calm and tranquil life, 
in all reverence and godliness.” Notice 
how the last words of this petition are 
practically identical with the words of 
Paul to Timothy The liturgical 
churches have preserved this note in 
their rituals to this day, but free 
churches have been far too guilty of 
neglecting this sacred duty. ‘Among us, 
the public prayer has become one of 
the “preliminaries.” Some of the 
“prayers” heard in our fundamental 
churches are nothing short of shocking 
irreverent, * thoughtless, 


—trite, and 
meaningless. The liturgical prayers 
may become outworn by uSage in some 


cases, but at least they have the value 
of valid content and noble thought. A 


2S ER Ee gg, 


Te Spirit--he/peth 

our infirmm/t/€s 3 +e 
maketh intercession for 
us with groanings which 
canoe b€ UtlEered>- 
meketh intercession 
according to the will 
of God.” (ROM. 8: 26,27.) 
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study of them might greatly enrich our 
“free” prayers. 


Personal Applications 

Let our practice be in keeping with 
our professed belief. 

We shall never 
Studying the theory. 
ing. Therefore, pray. 

Why do we take such pains to pre- 
pare a sermon, ard give no thought to 
the preparation of a prayer? 

If Christ died for all, we certainly 
should pray for all. 

If we prayed more for our rulers, we 
would have reason to _ criticize 
them. 

Our best prayers may be those which 
have never found expression in words. 


learn to pray by 
We learn by do- 


less 


Golden Text 
1 Tim. 2:1, 2.—Note the prior place of 
prayer (“first of all”), the special sub- 


jects of prayer (rulers), and the par- 
ticular end of prayer (tranquil and 
godly living). 
ELMHwRST, ILL. 
te 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
jor God’s blessing on its contents. 


HOw TO 
“PRAY THROUGH? 


Liisself, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuGcEesteD HymMNs 
“Faith of Our Fathers!” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“O God of Love. O King of Peace” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Forgive 
us, O Lord, that our prayers center 
around ourselves so much, and that our 
hearts are not burdened with needs be- 


yond our immediate circle. Give us 
wider sympathies, larger love, and 


grant us insight and understanding as 
to the needs of our statesmen, the prob- 
lems they confront, and the perils of 
this hour. Use this lesson today to stir 
many to pray for all men and for all 
in authority. Give Thy guidance to our 
Statesmen, restrain the powers of dark- 
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ness, and extend the reign of our Sav- 
iour in the hearts of men. “Thy king- 
dom come. Thy will be done in earth 
as it is in heaven.” We pray for sick, 
tempted, tried, and troubled folk. Com- 
fort, strengthen, and relieve them as 
seems best to Thee. Help us as never 
before to seek first the Kingdom of 
God, and stir in us the fervent devo- 
tion to Thee Thou dost deserve of us 
Grant these mercies for Thy dear Son's 


sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—What an important 
lesson we have today for our times! 
Was there ever greater need that 


prayer “be made for all men: for kings, 
and for all that are in authority; that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life”? It is well to recall that prayer 
had an important part in the founding 
of the United States. Im 1778, at the 
Constitutional Convention in Philadel- 
phia, Benjamin Franklin made a motion 
that the Convention be opened with 
prayer each day. He said these signif- 


icant words: “I have lived for a long 
time, and the longer I live the more 
convincing proof I see of this truth 


that God governs in the affairs of men 
And if a sparrow cannot fall to the 
ground without: His notice, is it prob- 
able that an empire can arise without 
His aid? We have been assured in the 
sacred writings that ‘Except the Lord 
build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it.’ I firmly believe this, and I 
also believe that without His concur- 
ring aid we shall proceed in this polit- 
ical building no better than the build- 
ers of Babel.” 

President Eisenhower has set a good 
example in giving time and place to 
prayer. Let us join with him and all 
godly folk and pray for God’s purposes 
in this hour to be accomplished, for 
His Kingdom to come, and for leaders 
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everywhere to be led by God. Our 
Lord said, “Men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint.” Someone has com- 
mented that when we faint we fall back 
upon nothing, but when we pray we 
fall back upon God. That is surely 
what is needed today. 


CALGARY, ALTA., CAN. 
ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“First of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions .. .” (1 Tim. 2:1).—This is 
one of the firsts to which diligent atten- 
tion should be given. (For some of the 
others, see Matt. 6:33; 7:5; 23:26; 2 Cor. 
8:12; Rev. 2:4, 5.) Who can tell how 
much of the responsibility for the 
wretched conditions in the world—the 
Iron Curtain countries, for example—is 
due to the failure of Christians to pray 
fervently for those in authority? 

I rejoiced to hear Dr. Arthur Flemming, 
Director, Office of Defense Mobilization, 
say at the commencement exercises of 
the California Institute of Technology, in 
June, that all who accompany Presi- 
dent Eisenhower into Cabinet sessions 
are asked to spend a moment in silent 
prayer before discussing any matter with 
him. The fact that they pray for them- 
selves, however, does not relieve us of 
the responsibility nor deprive us of the 
privilege of praying for them. 

“Who will have all men to be saved” 
(1 Tim, 2:4).—It is singular how strange 
the word “saved” sounds in the ears of 
multitudes of people. I had occasion to 
ask a minister if he were saved. He 
looked at me and exclaimed, “Saved! 
Why, there is only one person in all 
history that was saved, and that was 
Jesus Christ!” It came as a revelation 
to him to know that Jesus Christ was 
the one person who did not need to be 
saved, for He was without sin. He is 
the one who saves sinners, 

A farmer and his wife informed me 
that .they had been church members 
for years. They listened to various 
preachers, but never once did they hear 
a message on the necessity of being 
saved, 

Some young women with whom I 
Worked in Chicago said to me: “You 
must think yourself better than the rest 
of us because you say you are saved.” 
They had never heard that “saved” 
means to be delivered. Every unsaved 
person needs to be delivered from the 
doom of his sins; and delivered from the 
power and habit of indwelling sin; and 
delivered from the curse of a broken 
law; and delivered from a wasted life. 

The Lord Jesus endured God’s judg- 
ment against our sins in order to save. 
Our text informs us that God is will- 
ing that all men should be saved. 
The text does not say that all are saved. 
It does not say all are going to be saved. 
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It says God is “willing for all mankind 
to be saved” (Weymouth). The sad fact 
is that all men do not wish to be saved 
(John 5:40). God saves all who place 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 
16:31). 

“. . one mediator between God and 
men...” (1 Tim. 2:5).—Praise God we 
are not left in doubt as to that one 
Mediator. He is the man Christ Jesus. 
Rome claims that the Virgin Mary is 
the one mediator between God and men. 

Dr. Ironside relates that while he was 
in Long Beach, Calif., he used to go down 
to the sands each afternoon for a little 
rest and relaxation. He always took his 
Bible with him. He goes on to say, 
“While reading it one day, a young 
couple approached and, after introduc- 
ing themselves, began to ask some ques- 
tions about certain Scriptures. This led 
to a daily Bible study right on the beach. 
Eventually, scores of people would 
gather with their Bibles, and it was a 
joy to seek to open up the Word to them, 
For some weeks we studied the Epistle 
to the Hebrews. 

“One day, as the meeting was clos- 
ing, a warmhearted Irish woman, who 
had been sitting on the outskirts of the 
crowd, came over to me and expressed 
her appreciation of the message. She 
exclaimed, ‘I am a Roman Catholic, and 
this is the first Protestant conventicle 
I have ever attended. I’ve seen ye each 
day as I went by, but I did not think I 
ought to listen, but as I was passing this 
afternoon I heard you say something so 
good about my dear Lord Jesus that I felt 
it would not be wrong to hear more— 
so I came close and I have enjoyed it 
all. You've told me things about my 
dear Saviour today I never heard in 
all my life before, and I am so glad I 
came.’ 

“I inquired, ‘You know Jesus as your 
own Saviour and Lord?’ ‘Indeed I do,’ 
was the reply. ‘He’s been my Friend 
for years, and since my husband died, 
He’s been like a husband to me, and a 
Father to my children. I go to Him 
about everything. and He always an- 
swers my prayers and takes care of me. 
He died for me, and I trust Him to keep 
my soul.’ 

“Perhaps a bit mischievously, I asked, 
‘But do you only pray to Him? Don’t 
you also pray to the blessed Virgin Mary 
and to the saints when you are in trou- 
ble?’ I shall never forget her answer, 
‘Oh, bedad!’ she exclaimed, ‘What would 
I be after bothering with the virgin and 
the saints for, when I can go direct to 
my blessed Lord Himself!” 

He concludes the incident by saying, 
“The Lord Jesus is interested in all that 
concerns us. Why then turn aside to 
any other?” 

“Who gave himself a ransom for all 
..-” (1 Tim. 2:6).—The sacrifice of the 
Lord Jesus Christ was divinely perfect. 
It is sufficient for all; but each person 
is responsible, and privileged, to make 
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it efficient, by the exercise of personal 
faith in Him. 

A personal worker in a hospital con- 
tacted an Irish lad who was about fif- 
teen years of age. She won his confi- 
dence by giving him fruit and flowers, 
as well as the Word. He became deeply 
concerned about the way of salvation. 
Being reared a Romanist, he thought and 
spoke of penance, and confessional, of 
sacraments, and church, as well as the 
Lord Jesus. One morning the lady called 
and found his face aglow with a new- 
found joy. Inquiring the reason, he said, 
“Oh, Missis, I always knew that Jesus 
was necessary; but I never knew till yes- 
terday that He was enough!” 

The saved person is exhorted to be 
zealous of good works, and thus mani- 
fest his faith in, and love for the Lord 
Jesus; but for salvation itself, Jesus is 
not only necessary, but He is enough. 

“... all things work together for good 
to them that love God... .” (Rom. 8:28). 
—Even God’s foreknowledge works to- 
gether for our good as the next verse 
reveals. He is above and behind all our 
circumstances. And He is better than 
our fears, hence each believer can sing: 

Why 
Since such 
He watches o’er me 


should I ever fretful be 
a God is mine? 
night and day, 


And tells me, “Mine is thine.” 
Wawona, CALIF 
ye 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the privilege of prevailing 
prayer is one of God’s richest gifts 
to us who call ourselves Christians. 
There is no achievement within the will 
of God that is not possible to the Chris- 
tian who uses his privilege of prayer. 
Prayer connects with the Power—the 
same Power that brought the universe 
and all it contains into being. Yet it is 
amazing how little use we make of it. 
It is quite possible that some people who 
claim to be Christians spend more time 
each day on the comic strips in the 
daily paper than they spend in prayer. 
Suppose someone should give you a fine 
automobile, right from the showroom 
and in perfect order. Wouldn't it be a 
strange thing if you allowed it to re- 
main in the garage or parked at the 
curb unused, while you would trudge 
daily over the highway in the hot sun 
or rainstorms to places where you wished 
to go? And even at that your trek 
would be only a few miles a day at best, 
while the car you left at the curb would 
enahle you to cover long distances 
through states and across their borders, 
over mountains and plains and through 
traffic in the cities. To leave that car 
at the curb, all ready to go, while you 
trudge is not to be compared with the 
folly of neglecting your wonderful priv- 
ilege of prayer. 
Many books have been written about 
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prayer and many more will be written: 
the subject is inexhaustible because of 
its limitless, possibilities, but let’s con- 
fine our thoughts to three simple facts 
in this limited lesson period. 

First: there is absolutely nothing out 
of the reach of the prayer of faith. Our 
Lord Jesus told His disciples, “I say unto 
you, What things soever ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have them” (Mark 11:24). 
And again, “If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you” 
(John 15:7). And there are many like 
passages in God’s Word. You cannot 
ask too large a thing of God. 

Second: Immediate access to our 
Heavenly Father. If you wish to pre- 
sent a request to the President of the 
United States, or to your governor, you 
must apply days ahead, maybe weeks 
ahead, and then wait for an appoint- 
ment, of which you are informed by his 
secretary. At the appointed date you 
will find yourself waiting in an ante- 
room for the secretary to come out and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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tell you when it is your turn to go in 
and present your petition. Just yester- 
day a New York lawyer, trying to de- 
lay the execution of two spies in the 
death cell at Ossining, N. Y., frantically 
pleaded at the White House gate for an 
audience with the President, but there 
are necessary regulations in such matters 
and he was denied. He never came in 
sight of the President, nor where his 
voice could reach the President’s ears. 
But with the Lord God Almighty it is 
different. 
out announcement, you have immediate 
access—at any hour or any moment of 
the day or of the night. You are never 
an interruption, never an intruder; you 
are always and at any time a welcome 
petitioner. Fellows, I think that is sim- 
ply marvelous. And you can “ask what 
ye will”! Somebody said, “Reach up as 
far as you can, and God will reach down 
the rest of the way.” Sounds good; 
but I think it is a happier thing to re- 
alize that God is right here, “closer than 
hands or feet.” You have an instant, 
close-up audience. 


Third: Don’t ask God for things. Ask 
Him for Himself. “That I may know 
him, and the power of his resurrection,” 
as Paul says (Phil. 3:10). True, our 
Lord gives us the privilege of asking for 
things, whatsoever we desire, and we 
may well do that, but we are not the 
wisest judge of what we ought to have. 
I may be that what we are asking, if 
granted, would be actually hurtful to us 
—very hurtful. We do not know the 
future; our Heavenly Father does know 
it, and He knows what is best for us. 
So our prayer should be something like 
this: “Now, dear Lord, I am asking 
for these things, because in my finite 
human judgment they are what I need; 
but if they are not according to thy 
will, then give that which in thy wis- 
dom is best—that I may know thee, and 
rejoice.” ° 

You may depend upon it, fellows, that 
prayer will be answered, and most hap- 
pily. You can go down upon your knees 
knowing already that your prayer is 
fulfilled, and you can begin your prayer 
with thanksgiving for the answer. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be‘had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


His Hands Over Ours.—I exhort there- 
fore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men; for kings, 
and for all that are in authority (1 Tim. 
2:1, 2, Golden Text). A teacher of chil- 
dren had told them that their daddies 
sometimes allowed them to take the 


Without appointment, with- - 


August 8, 1953 


wheel of the car, but that they always 
placed their hands over their little ones 
to be sure there would be no mistake. 
Sometime afterward, a little fellow, eight 
years old, was asked if he would like 
to lead in prayer. This is what he said, 
“Dear Lord, will you please put your 
hands over the hands of our President, 
so he will know how to turn the wheel 
for our country.”—Told by the teacher. 
Sent by Josephine A Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. 


He Speaks Our Language.—Who will 
have all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 
2:4). A missionary, after using a tele- 
phone in the presence of a group of 
natives, was asked by one of them, 
“Where was that wonderful thing made?” 
Upon being told that it had been manu- 
factured in America, the man said, “Then 
it is no use for me to have one in my 
shop, for it cannot speak our language.” 
Calling the home of a mutual friend, the 
missionary placed the instrument against 
the man’s ear. He listened, and then 
exclaimed, “Oh! It speaks our language, 
too.” This discovery opened the way for 
the missionary to tell of the God who 
hears and understands the languages of 
all His people of every race and color.— 
From the Commission, S.B.C. Sent by 
Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


“You Wait!”—I will therefore that men 
pray every where, lifting up holy hands 
(1 Tim. 2:8). We had finished our 
breakfast, and the kitchen was quiet ex- 
cept for the low murmur of the cook’s 
voice as he read from the Bible. He and 
the houseboy were having their morning 
devotions. My own heart grew medi- 
tative as I breathed a silent prayer that 
God would bless their souls in their sim- 
ple act of worship. Suddenly a loud voice 
from the outside broke the stillness, and 
I heard the cook say, “You wait; we are 
praying.” Again the voice came, louder 
and more demanding. Again the voice 
of the cook said, “You wait: we are 
praying.” “You wait’—how many times 
as the call to prayer comes there. are 
voices clamoring from the outside: the 
many duties that are waiting, the prob- 
lems we often feel we must “think 
through,” the interruptions by friends 
and neighbors, or even the literal dis- 
turbances of outside voices. And how 
many times the outside voice gets the 
preference, and prayer goes neglected! 
So be able to say, “You wait,” to the 
outside voice and to attend first to 
prayer—what an achievement!—From 
“Voices That Call,” by Mrs. Burnette 
Fish, in Christian Digest. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


“One Who Falls Down Beside Us.”— 
The Spirit also helpeth our. infirmities 
(Rom. 8:26). Miss Estella Myers, a mis- 
sionary working among the Karré peo- 
ple of French Equatorial Africa, had 
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tried hard to explain to native helpers 
the meaning of the “Comforter.” In or- 
der to find something fitting, she had 
explained the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit as He encourages, exhorts, admon- 
ishes, protects, comforts, and guides the 
Christian. Finally they exclaimed, “Oh, 
if anyone would do all that for us, we 
would say, ‘He’s the one who falls down 
beside us.’” When porters, carrying 
heavy loads on their heads, go long jour- 
neys, they may become sick and straggle 
to the end of the line of carriers. Finally, 
they may collapse and be killed and 
eaten by wild animals during the night. 
If someone passing sees them prostrate 
there, and stoops to pick them up and 
help them to safety, they speak of such 
a person as “the one who falls down be- 
side us.” It is this expression which the 
missionary translator took as the trans- 
lation of “Comforter” for this is the One 
who sustains, protects, and keeps the 
children of God on their journey toward 
their heavenly Home.—Abridged from 
the Christian Herald. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Can I Pray the Lord’s Prayer?—I will 
therefore that men pray every where, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 
doubting (1 Tim. 2:8). I cannot say, 
“Our,” if I live in a watertight spiritual 
compartment; if I think a special place 
in Heaven'is reserved for my denomina- 
tion. I cannot say. “Father,” if I do not 
demonstrate the relationship in my daily 
life. I cannot say, “Which art in heaven,” 
if I am so occupied with the earth that I 
am laying up no treasure there. I can- 
not say, “Hallowed be thy name,” if I, 
who am called by His name, am not holy. 
I cannot say. “Thy will be done,” if I am 
questioning, resentful, or disobedient to 
His will for me. I cannot say, “In earth, 
as it is in heaven,” if I am not prepared 
to devote my life here to His service. I 
cannot say, “Give us this day our daily 
bread,” if I am living on past experience, 
or if I am an under-the-counter shopper. 
I cannot say, “Forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against 
us,” if I harbor a grudge against anyone. 
I cannot say. “Lead us not into tempta- 
tion,” if I deliberately place myself or 
remain in a position where I am likely 
to be tempted. I cannot say, “Deliver us 
from evil,” if I am not prepared to fight 
it in the spiritual realm with the weapon 
of prayer. I cannot say, “Thine is the 
kingdom,” if I do not accord the King 
the disciplined obedience of a loyal sub- 
ject. I cannot say, “Thine is the power,” 
if I fear what men may do, or what the 
neighbors may think. I cannot say, 
“Thine is the glory,” if I am seeking 
glory for myself. I cannot say, “Forever 
and ever,” if my horizon is bounded by 
the things of time. I cannot say, “Amen,” 
if I do not also add, “Cost what it may.” 
For to say this prayer honestly will cost 
everything.—From the Log of the Good 
Ship Grace. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 
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Because a Woman Prayed.—And he 
that searcheth the hearts knoweth what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because he 
maketh intercession for the saints ac- 
cording to the will of God (Rom. 8:27). 
On a Sunday night in April, 1912, the 
great Titanic went to the bottom of the 
Atlantic Ocean. Hundreds of passengers 
went down to a watery grave that fate- 
ful night. Among the passengers on 
board was Colonel Gracie. That night 
a woman far away in America could not 
sleep. Her mind was filled with fear for 
her husband; she felt that he was in 
grave danger. She began to pray ear- 
nestly for her husband. As the hours 
went by she kept on praying in agony. 
Finally, about five o’clock in the morn- 
ing, peace came into her heart. and she 
slept. Meanwhile her husband, Colonel 
Gracie, was helping launch the lifeboats 
from the sinking Titanic. He had given 
up all hope of being saved himself; 
there were not enough lifeboats to 
care for all the passengers. The ship 
plunged to her watery grave at the 
ocean’s bottom, and he was _ sucked 
down in the great whirlpool. He 
swam to the surface, and found himself 
near an overturned lifeboat. He and 
several others climbed on top of that 
boat and for several hours clung there. 
Then, about five o’clock in the morning, 
another lifeboat saw and rescued them. 
God was the strong protector of Col- 
onel Gracie. When all seemed hopeless, 
He came to the rescue, answering the 
agonized prayers of a woman who be- 
lieved God.—From the Gospel Herald. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, 
Nebr. 


The Father’s Controlling Hand.—And 
we know that all things work together 


for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to 
his purpose (Rom. 8:28). Tom Olson 


illustrates God’s care over His children 
by comparing us to a child in a boat. 
If the child were left to himself, pull- 
ing upon the oars, his right hand being 
a bit stronger than the other, would 
be all the time veering the boat to the 
right and the boat would be constantly 
turning round in circles. The child 
might even drift to the open sea, if 
there were no guiding power except his 
own. But there in the stern sits the 
father. The uneven strokes of the child 
are overcome by the steady hand of the 
father; all the mistakes with the oars 
are rectified by the rudder, and the 
boat keeps its right course. So, then, 
the force exerted by the child, though 
misdirected, all works for good when 
the father guides—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. Herman L. 
Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


4 
The life of the people of God is al- 
ways characterized by the giving of 
thanks.—J. Oliver Buswell, Jr. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HE first part of our lesson today is 

from 1 Timothy. The young man, 
Timothy, was so dependable that he was 
left in charge of the Lord’s work at 
Ephesus. Paul wrote this Letter to 
Timothy, under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, to guide him as to how 
this work was to be carried on. 

Now let’s read 1 Timothy 2:1 to find 
what was to come “first of all.” (“Sup- 
plications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks.”) When we set out to 
serve the Lord, the first thing to do is 
to pray. Supplication is petition—ask- 
ing for something Intercession is 
prayer for others. Notice we are to 
pray “for all men.” 

First Timothy 2:2, 3 tells of one 
special group for whom we are to 
pray. (“For kings and... all that are 
in authority.”) Why should we pray 
especially for them? (“That we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty.”) Some of my 
college professors referred to “the good 
life.” They did not always agree as to 
what sort of life this is. But these 
verses tell what God calls the good life, 
and He is the final authority 

Now read verses 4 to 6. The word 
“will” in verse 4 means that it is God’s 
will for all men to be saved, not that 
He compels them to be. When we pray 
for the salvation of unsaved friends, we 
may know that God is more concerned 
about their souls than we are. 

Notice verse 5 especially. This shows 
that it is useless to pray to Mary or any 
of the saints, “For there is one God, and 
one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus.” It is in His name 
alone that prayer is heard. Jesus said, 
“No man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” 

Read verses 7 and 8. After learning 
that we should pray for all men, we 
are told that men should pray “every 
where.” Isn't it wonderful that God can 
hear prayer that is offered anywhere? 
Whether we are in school, in the berry 
field, or in a church service, our hearts 
can rise to God in prayer. Anywhere, 
at any time, we can pray. And just as 
often as we pray, we should give thanks. 
Happy the girl whose heart is con- 
stantly rising to God in prayer and 
praise! She will never go far wrong, 
and her life will be a blessing to many. 

Verse 8 says that those who pray must 
be free from two things. (Wrath and 
doubting.) We must not hinder the 
Lord’s work in us if we want Him to 
use us in His Service. 

Now read Romans 8:26-28. Prayer is 
so important that it concerns all three 
members of the Godhead. We pray to 
God the Father in the name of God the 
Son. Then the Holy Spirit makes 
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intercession for us with intense earnest- 
ness. There is one phrase in verse 26 
that I want you to remember. A friend 
once persuaded me to go to a meeting 
where there was a great deal of con- 
fusion. Some people were praying 
aloud while others were talking in 
languages the rest could not understand, 
and one woman was groaning aloud. 
The verse, “God is not the author of 
confusion” flashed into my mind, so I 
quietly left that meeting. Later, my 
friend asked why I had left. I told her 
I did not believe that God was the 
author of what was going on, so I felt 
I should not stay. And I told her that 
the groans of that woman bothered me. 
She said, “The Bible speaks of the 
groaning of the Spirit.” Now, girls, 
what words in Romans 8:26 prove that 
those loud groans were not those of the 
Holy Spirit? (“Which cannot be ut- 
tered.”) Right. This verse says that 
the Holy Spirit makes “intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered.” And I do not know of any 
Scripture that says the Holy Spirit 
makes people groan. 

Verse 28 should remove the doubting 
spoken of in 1 Timothy 2:8. How can 
we doubt the God who gave His own 
Son for us, and who has written in His’ 
Word that “all things work together for 
good to them that love God”? 

We left Captain Allen Gardiner in 
Zululand trying to get permission from 
King Dingaan for a missionary to come 
and live among his people to teach them 
the way of salvation. Finally, the king 
agreed to this, promising that he would 
see that any missionary who came 
would be well treated. Dingaan also 
made Gardiner a present of the impor- 
tant district of Natal and Durban. The 
missionary asked him to give it to 
England instead. So he did. Here is a 
copy of the king’s letter: “All the 
ground on which the white people about 
Port Natal have settled, I give to the 
king of England. I give him the whole 
country between the Umagani River and 
the territory occupied by Faku, from 
the seacoast to the Quathlamba Moun- 
tains.” 

After receiving this letter, Gardiner 
went back to England to ask for more 
missionaries for Zululand. The Rev. 
Francis Owen went back with him. 
They found King Dingaan sitting on a 
high rock looking out for them through 
the ship’s telescope which Captain Gar- 
diner had previously given him. This 
time the gift he appreciated most was 
bedroom slippers! 

Gardiner helped the Rev. Mr. Owen 
build a hut in the place the king of- 
fered, about two miles from his own 
royal hut. They built a school and a 
church, and things seemed to be pro- 
gressing happily when a terrible trag- 
edy occurred. The Dutch colonists de- 
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cided to send a delegation to Zululand 
to ask King Dingaan for a grant of 
land for their nation. Seventy men 
were sent with presents, and King 
Dingaan received them cordially, tell- 
ing them that he would have a feast in 
their honor. He further told them to 
come to the feast unarmed, so that the 
Zulus would know their intentions were 
peaceable. They did so, and then in the 
middle of the feast, at a signal from the 
king his warriors killed them all! Of 
course the Dutch colonists were furious 
and came to Zululand to avenge this 
awful deed. As King Dingaan fled for 
his life he was killed by a native whom 
he had treated cruelly. The mission- 
aries were also driven out and for a 
time it seemed as if Captain Gardiner’s 
efforts had all been in vain. But in- 
stead of letting the closed door in 
Africa discourage him, the great mis- 
sionary again turned his attention to 
South America, and we shall hear some 
of his adventures there next Sunday, 
the Lord willing. 

But Gardiner’s work in Africa was 
not in vain. Today the Zulus them- 
selves send out missionaries to darker 
parts of Africa. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
' By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Learning How To Pray 
(Matt. 6:9-13; 1 Tim. 2:1-4, 8) 

AM going to give you some names. 

See if you can tell a story about 
them. Epaphras, Colosse, Paul. Do you 
remember what Paul prayed for the new 
Christians in Colosse? That they might 
know what God wanted them to do to 
please Him. (The further points of the 
prayer may be briefly listed on the 
blackboard: do good deeds, know God, 
be patient, be thankful.) Do we have 
any new Christians to pray for? (If 
the suggestion made in the last article 
has already brought results, have some 
of the older Christians pray for the 
newer ones according to Paul’s pattern.) 

One day when the Lord Jesus had been 
praying, one of His disciple-friends 
asked Him to teach them, so they could 
pray, too (Luke 11:1). He gave them 
the pattern we now call the Lord’s 
Prayer. He put it in His Sermon on 
the Mount, too, so all might know. Find 
it in your Bibles (Matt. 6:9-13). (Out- 
line the points on the _ blackboard: 
1. keeping God’s name holy; 2. making 
God King; 3. obedience to God; 4. food; 
5. forgiveness; 6. keeping out of sin; 7. 
safety.) “Pray ...: Our Father which 
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:9, 
10, Memory Verse). 

And Paul has sent us word, too, about 
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praying! Carl may look in the big Bible 
at the front of the room for his Letter. 
Be sure, Carl, you look to see who in 
the Bible sends this Letter from Paul 
on to us. (Before class, have the en- 
velope with the Letter placed in the 
Bible at First Timothy.) 

My own Timothy: 

I tell you first of all to pray and 
give thanks for everybody, for kings 
and all officers, that we might live in 
peace, worship God, and be good citi- 
zens. This is good, and it pleases our 
Saviour, God, who wants everyone to 
be saved and to know the truth. So 
I want the men everywhere to pray— 
their hands clean from wrongdoing— 
no anger and arguing. 

APOSTLE PAUL. 

Whom does Paul tell us to pray for? 
Everyone! The Lord Jesus died for 
everyone. God wants everyone to know 
and believe so he can be saved. Per- 
haps you will pick out one special per- 
son to pray for until he is saved. Here 
is someone Paul tells us to pray for espe- 
cially so we can have a good country to 
live in. (Show a picture of President 
Eisenhower. As representatives of state 
authority with whom children have con- 
tact, use pictures of a policeman and of 
a teacher.) How many of you will 
promise every day to pray for one spe- 
cial person to be saved, for President 
Eisenhower to lead our country right, 
for your teacher to make a good school? 
Good! 

Now let’s see if you are ready to pray. 
Show me your hands. Quite clean from 
dirt! But did any of them slap Little 
Brother? Have any of them taken some- 
thing they should not? Did any of them 
run away when Mother wanted them to 
help with the dishes this morning? Then 
put those hands down. They aren’t 
ready to pray for others until you pray 
first a part of the Lord’s Prayer. (Point 
to No. 5.) Now look inside at your heart. 
Any grudge there against anybody? 
Been arguing or quarreling with any- 
body? Then you aren’t ready to pray 
for others yet. (Refer to verse 8 of Paul’s 
Letter.) You pray for yourself first and 
make yourself right with God. Then 
pray for the others. (Have prayer as the 
spirit of the class and the Holy Spirit 
lead. I think we teachers need this les- 
son even more than children, and the 
spirit of prayer is more effectively 
“caught” than taught.) 

Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


EBECCA (who is no bigger than 

you) enjoyed looking at all the 
things that Mr. Hook, the missionary, 
had brought home with him from the 
faraway land of China. But that which 
aroused her curiosity more than any- 
thing else was a little prayer wheel. It 
looked something like a combination of 
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a baby’s rattle and a Halloween noise- 
maker. Mr. Hook opened the prayer 
wheel so that inside Rebecca could see 
many pieces of paper. “What are they 
for?” she asked. 

“My missionary work,” Mr. Hook ex- 
plained, “is among the Tibetan people 
who live right on the very edge of 
China. (Missionaries have not been al- 
lowed in Tibet, you know.) Of course 
those people want to pray. But since 
they have never heard of the Lord 
Jesus, they do not know that they 
should pray to God through His Son 
So they write prayers on papers, place 
them inside the prayer wheel, and spin 
it. They think that each time the wheel 
goes around, their prayer is being heard. 
At their temples they have much larger 
prayer wheels that are as high or 
higher than this room.” 

“That’s not the right way to pray!” 
Rebecca exclaimed. 

“No, of course it is not.” Then Mr. 
Hook added, “But they do not know the 
true and living God in Heaven, and they 
do not know that He sent His Son to 
earth. And since they do not know 
that, they cannot know that His dear 
Son taught people how to pray. They 
cannot understand that prayer is talk- 
ing to God the Father in Heaven, much 
as boys and girls talk to their earthly 
fathers. And, indeed, they cannot pray 
to the Father God until first of all they 
have been born into Ged’s family by 
receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour.” 

“Please tell me more”—Rebecca loved 
to pray and she wanted to learn more 
about it. 

Mr. Hook continued gladly. “You re- 
member that when the Lord Jesus was 
on earth, His disciples asked Him to 
teach them to pray (Luke 11:1) He 
told them that they should pray secretly 
(Matt. 6:6). There are some people. 
you know, who pray so that other 
people will see and hear them But 
that which pleases God is the prayer 
that His child speaks to Him privately 
He is especially happy. I believe. if His 
child sets apart a particular time each 
day ‘(perhaps the very first thing in the 
morning, Psa. 5:3) and talks with Him. 
But, Rebecca, we can talk alone to God 
at any time: as we walk down the 
street, when we are drying the dishes, 
or when we are at school. In fact, He 
likes His children to talk with Him all 
the time (1 Thess. 5:17). 

“The Lord Jesus expressly told His 
disciples that they were not to use vain 
repetitions.” 

“What are vain repe— repeti— What 
was that word?” Rebecca asked. 

‘*Vain repetitions’ means ‘saying the 
Same thing over and over again.’ There 
are many religions in the world today 
that teach people to pray that way, Re- 
becca. But when people repeat the 
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same words again and again, or when 
they spin prayer wheels, they are mak- 
ing vain repetitions. And that is really 
only make-believe prayer. It is not 
really truly praying.” 

“How do we really, truly pray, Mr. 
Hook?” Rebecca wanted to know. 

“We pray to God the Father in 
Heaven (Matt. 6:9), in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. God is a holy God 
and we must always speak to Him and 
about Him most reverently. He is so 
holy, in fact, that we can go into His 
presence only through someone else. 
And that someone is the Lord Jesus 
Himself (1 Tim. 2:5). That is why we 
pray in His name. He sits at God the 
Father’s right hand “(Heb. 10:12) and 
He prays for us (7:25). 

“It is right then, when we are in 
God’s presence (by prayer), that we 
should tell Him that we love (or adore) 
Him (Matt. 6:9, 10). And He wants us 
to ask Him to supply the things that we 
need each day (v. 11; Phil. 4:19). And 
it is very important that we ask Him to 
forgive us of our sins (for Christians 
do sin, you know)—the sins which we 
do purposely (Matt. 6:12). But, Re- 
becca, we cannot expect Him to forgive 
us, unless we forgive others who have 
done things against us. Not to forgive 
others is the deepest and worst Sin of 
all. Then, too, we must be so afraid 
of temptation that we ask our Heavenly 
Father to keep us from it (v. 13). Can 
you remember all these things about 
prayer, Rebecca?” 

Rebecca said that she could. And she 
did, for she repeated them to her 
mother. Can you do that? Will you? 

LANCASTER, Pa. 

we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 685) 
1. Public prayer. 

. Timothy shared with Paul the 
oversight of the churches. (He may at 
this time have been Overseer in Eph- 
esus.) 

3. It has been relegated to the cate- 
gory of “preliminaries.” 
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10 Se. Wabash Dept. 16, Chicago 3, Ill. 


Needed: 
Christian Testimonies 


We need the testimonies of Chris- 
tians who are handicapped or shut-in 
to work with the unsaved who are 
handicapped or afflicted. If you are 
a shut-in, or handicapped in some way, 
or know of someone who is, please 
write us today. We would like a little 
case history, type of handicap, and also 
what the Lord has done for you. We 
plan on using the most outstanding 
testimonies in a book. 


R. L. FOSTER 


BETHESDA MISSION 
FOR THE» HANDICAPPED 


2311 Darrow Street 
KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 
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4. He desires our prayers to include 
all the elements of true prayer—adora- 
tion, confession, thanksgiving, petition. 

5. Because good government means 
freedom and tranquillity for the ‘church. 

6. God's desire for all men (1 Tim. 
2:4), Christ’s redemptive work for all 
men (v. 6), and our prayers for all 
men (v. 1). 

7. The prayers of the church for all 
men. 

8. Clean hands and a pure heart (v. 
8). 

9. Prayer 
prayer expressed in inward 

10. That we should “be conformed to 
the image of his Son” (Rom. 8:29). 


articulate in words, and 
groanings. 


ELMHUwuRST, ILL. 
ed 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 23 
4. “When I Consider Thy Heavens” 
(Psa. 8) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 

O ONE cen lie back. under the skies 
on a moonlit night, without being 
impressed with the wonder and beauty 
of the heavens. If you are fortunate 
enough to be able to spend a clear 
night on a mountaintop, you will see 
the stars as vou have never seen them 
before—almost, it would seem, within 
eaching distance. A shepherd lad must 
have spent many such nights on the 
hills of Judea tending his flocks, and 
such experiences must have been in his 
thoughts when he wrote for us, under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the 
Psalm that is chosen for this fourth 
topic in the series, “Refreshing Aspects 
of the Bible.” 
ye 
Many of us this summer will be go- 
ing to vacation spots where we shall 
have an excellent opportunity to look 
at the stars. Perhaps your young 
people’s prayer meeting this week can 
be arranged for a time and at a place 
out-of-doors where you can see the sky. 
This is not easy in these daylight saving 
days, but a little planning and fore- 
thought may make it possible. 
ve 
In planning the meeting, let us make 
certain to emphasize the fact that mere 
stargazing does not in itself reveal the 
true God. The Chaldeans, the Greeks, 
and the Romans were careful observers 
of the heavens, but they saw in the star 
groups only creatures of their own im- 
agination, subject to like passions as 
themselves. It is good to know that 
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some of our astronomers today are be- 
lieving Christians, but not all of them 
are so. The stars may suggest to man 
that there must be a mighty and all- 
wise Creator, but they do not tell man 
how to find Him, nor do they reveal His 
sacrificial love for mankind. Only by 
revelation from God Himself and, es- 
pecially in the person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, has man come to know God as a 
loving Father and a tender Saviour and 
a deliverer from Sin. 

4 

With his background knowledge of 
the Pentateuch, David recognized in the 
stars the works of God's fingers and the 
marvels of His creation, and, as he be- 
held the wonders of their beauty and 
precision, he looked beyond to the 
wonder of the Creator Himself who 
must be infinitely greater and more 
glorious than His creation, a Creator 
whose glory was “above the heavens” 
(v. 1). In the contemplation of that 
glory he realized the insignificance of 
man and marveled that God should be 
mindful of him or visit him. 

ge 

And David knew that God had vis- 
ited man. Did not the record show His 
concern for Noah and his family; His 
appearances to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; His dealings with Pharaoh 
through Moses, and the deliverance of 
the Israelites from Egypt: and His 
watch-care through the wilderness un- 
til He had brought His chosen people 
into the Promised Land? 

ve 

David goes on to recall that, in spite 
of man’s insignificance as compared 
with the wonders of God’s creation. 
God nevertheless had crowned him 
with glory and honor (v. 5), and had 
given him dominion over all this 
earthly creation (Gen. 1:26, 28). We 
know that God’s original purposes for 
man have not yet been fulfilled be- 
cause man disobeyed God and his 
dominion was usurped for a time. But 
even in his fallen state, we can still see 
in man evidences of God’s plan that 
man should be lord of creation. We 
know also, from the Scriptures, that 
what man lost through sin at the Fall, 
God Himself will some day restore to 
him, for He Himself became man and, 
through His sacrifice on Calvary, re- 
deemed what the first Adam lost (Heb. 
2:6-10). Even the earthly creation, 
which suffered along with man in the 
Fall, will be restored when the Lord 
Jesus Christ returns to reign on this 
earth (Isa. 11:1-9; Rom. 8: 18-23). 

In this age we have the record of 
God’s dealing with man in the written 
Word, but there seems to be good rea- 
son to-believe that before these great 
truths were written down, God re- 
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vealed them to the patriarchs of old, 
and they, in turn, recorded them in the 
names they gave to the groups of stars 
in the heavens. Here generation after 
generation could learn about man’s Fall 
and of the Redeemer, born of the Vir- 
gin, who some day would come to bruise 
the serpent’s head. The names by 
which we know the stars today have 
come down to us largely from the 
Greeks and the Romans who overlaid 
their original meanings with foolish 
tales of mythology. If you can secure 
a copy of “The Gospel in the Stars,” by 
Joseph A. Seiss (United Lutheran Pub- 
lication House, Philadelphia 7; $2), or 
obtain from your public library a copy 
of “The Witness of the Stars,” by Ethel- 
bert W. Bullinger, D.D., or “The Hiero- 
glyphics of the Heavens,” by Mrs. Carr- 
Harris, you will find much helpful in- 
formation regarding the original names 
of many of the principal stars and star 
groups, showing how, evidently, the 
story of Redemption was recorded in 
the heavens so that men might be re- 
minded night after night to look for 
the coming Redeemer. 

Another book that you will find 
helpful is “Immensity,” by Clarence 
H. Benson ‘Scripture Press, Chicago 5; 
$2). Here Dr. Benson gives some of 
the simple facts of astronomy involving 
immeasurable distance, incomprehen- 
sible spheres, incomparable speeds, and 
inconceivable power, and he shows how 
creation testifies to the majesty and 
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might of God and to the fact that the 
Creator is greater than His creation. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


i 
Rally Day—1953 


(Continued from page 683) 
and may be sung direct from the con- 
venient 4-page leaflets, in which form 
the services are printed. 

Two special Rally Day services are 
available—"“God’s Trumpet Calls,” and 
“Our Great Companion.” The cost, 25 
cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred postpaid, 
is low enough to permit the school to 
supply each member with acopy. Orders 
may be sent to The Sunday Schoo! Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
Please specify which service you desire. 

ve 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service. 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3. please include 10 cents addi- 
tional: and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 


Slave Boy in Judea. By Josephine 
Sanger Lau. (Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $2.) <A tale of the 
first Christian century is this life of 
Madoc, a young boy captured in Gaul 
by the Roman conquerors. He hates 
everything Roman, but is sold in the 
slave market to Cornelius, a Roman cen- 
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“Twenty Years in the 
Hills of Kentucky” 


Send for this free booklet. It is 
filled with interesting experiences of 
our work during these years. 


This Mission has no definite sup- 
port, but depends entirely upon the 
free-will gifts of God’s people. The 
work advances as funds permit. 


Our work is mainly with children, 
visiting rural schools, conducting 
Bible Camps, DVBS, Children’s and 
Young People’s Meetings, Bible Con- 
ferences, Sunday School and preach- 
ing services, and home visitation. 
We have other projects in mind that 
cannot be started without additional 
funds. We need your help. 

We have a beautiful plaque which 
we will send to each one contrib- 
uting to this work. Why not have a 
real part by helping us to do the job 
better. If you cannot help finan- 
cially, send for the booklet and be- 
come a prayer helper. 


AMERICAN 
INLAND MOUNTAIN MISSION 
Box 87 
An Independent Faith Work 


Corbin, Kentucky 














STILL TIME TO REGISTER FOR 
FALL SEMESTER ON NEW 
SHELTON COLLEGE CAMPUS 


Fall '53 Students to Receive 
Charter Member Certificate 


Shelton College has now moved to their 
new 1187 acre country estate, Skylands. 
When the college opens in September 
students will have the added avenue 
of an enlarged liberal arts program. 

All students will be given a special 
Charter Member Certificate to signify 
that they attended the first semester 
on the new campus, which is about one 
hour's drive from New York City. 

Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President, 
announced that Fall registrations would 
be accepted up to August 31st. 





The completely furnished mansion of 44 rooms will 
serve as Shelton College’s Administration building. 








Plan now to attend 











Each student who 
enrolls in the Sep- 
tember 53 semester 

will receive a 
Charter Member 
Certificate 





Send for your cata- 
log today for regis- 
tration information 





Shelton College 


SHELTON COLLEGE offers you an education 
based upon the American Way of Life and 
founded upon the Bible as the infallible 
Word of God; 


Our new location will be Ringwoodboro, 
New Jersey, where a magnificent new 
campus in the Ramapo Mountains will 
be ready for use in September. 


~. Shelton (ollege 
: 


Skylands 
RINGWOOD BOROUGH 
New Jersey 
Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 
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ENJOY PEACE OF MIND 


Through a Remarkable Annuity Plan That 
Enables You To Give and Receive Richly 


Send today for an interesting free booklet that 
tells how you may share in the great work of 
spreading the.Gospel throughout the world—at 
the same time receiving a safe, generous, as- 
sured, lifelong income, beginning immediately. 
Today, sure, write THE AMERICAN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, Dept. SS305. 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, N. Y. 




















EVERY DAY GREETING TRACTS 





BIBLE WORKBOOK 


By Catherine B. Walker, M.A., M.R.E. 


Widely used in high school Bible classes. 
Suitable as adult Bible study guide. 


Questions, notes, maps, and outlines 










to EVERYDAY LIFE 

BIRTHS - DEATHS - WEDDINGS 

SICKNESS - CONVALESCENCE 
GRADUATIONS - ANNIVERSARIES 












Vol. 1—Old Testament Vol. 2—New Testament A PENNY APIECE . MINIMUM QUANTITY 25 POSTPAID 
BIBLE WORKBOOK DISTRIBUTORS 
Pits oma 420 E. Madison, Wheaton, Illinois BIG BROTHER TRACT GAND Sox 888, Akron 9, Ohic 











e . ° * 
* Spirit-Guided Teaching 
I N sound, Scriptural terms, in a wonderful atmos- 

&, phere of Christian fellowship, fits the student for soul-win- 
ning teaching and preaching. Home-like dormitories—pleasurable 
recreational facilities—excellent opportunities for practical Chris- 
tian service—and a beautiful campus in the heart of Amer- 
ica. Three-year courses in General Bible, Missions, Music, Shorthand and 
or Christian Education. Four-year courseleading Typing at no 
to the degree of Bachelor of Arts in Biblical extra tuition 
Education. Dr. Walter L. Wilson, President. c 


Write for Free Catalog and Monthly 
Bulletin, “‘The Commentator™’, to Dept. A 












KANSAS CITY BIBLE COLLEGE 


P. O. BOX 8426 KANSAS CITY, MO., U.S.A. 








OUR ORPHANS IN THE HOLY LAND 


The Lord is richly blessing this work. Amazing 
progress is being made. The number of orphans 
cared for is increasing and with this the responsi- 
bility and need for maintenance grows. 

The orphanage is strictly evangelical and non- 
denominational. Wistful needy children look to 
us for food and shelter. We are the hands that 
distribute your bounty. 

Our work to bring Israel into the kingdom is 
dependent on the Lord’s people. Please share our 
burdens through prayer and practical fellowship. 


Address your letters to headquarters: 


THE AMERICAN 
EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


Dept. ST 
252 N. Dillon Street Los Angeles 26, California 
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turion. The slight, fair-haired boy finds 
as his best friend a huge African slave 
named Hannibal. Madoc knows only 
the Druid religion, but as the centurion 
is stationed in Judea, bit by bit he learns 
something of the Jews and their religion. 
Then he learns of the Prophet of Gali- 
lee. Slowly he learns of the true God, 
and prays as his first prayer the Twenty- 
third Psalm, which his Christian Jewish 
tutor taught him as a reading lesson. It 
is a realistic picture of hard, rough, and 
cruel days, but the spirit of both master 
and slave become somehow changed as 
they themselves become, in some degree, 
“followers of the good new Way.” 


Whyte’s Bible Characters. By Alexan- 
der Whyte, D.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 2 vols., $12.50 for 
the set.) The famed Dr. Whyte of Scot- 
land is brought to public notice once 
again by this new edition of his ser- 
mons on Bible characters. Worthy of 
renewed attention because of their un- 
usual merit, these messages originally 
appeared in six volumes; they are now 
attractively printed complete in two 
volumes. In all, there are a hundred 
and fifty-nine studies, including sermons 
on the characters in the parables Jesus 
told, and on the angels of the churches 
in the seven .letters in The Revelation. 
Dr. Whyte was a lover of books as well 
as of the Lord and His Book. The result 
is preaching of a practical, devotional 
kind, illumined by many references to 
and quotations from the best writers in 
Christian and secular literature. A val- 
uable by-product, therefore, of these in- 
structive meditations in the Scriptures, 
is their guidance in good reading. The 
present work is in itself of classic cal- 
iber and deserving of a prominent place 
among every reader’s “most-prized” 
books, 

td 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 17 to 23 


Mon.—Genesis 18:23-33. 
Abraham’s Intercessory Prayer. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “Abraham stood 
... before the Lord. And Abraham drew 
near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy 
the righteous with the wicked?” (vs. 22, 
23.) Abraham took the right position and 
also had the right disposition and de- 
sires and holy determination in his in- 
tercessory prayer. He “stood before the 
Lord”: was concerned for the welfare of 
God’s people, “the righteous”; had holy 
persistency, and prayed for matters def- 
initely within the will of God. He had 
profound appreciation of the character 
of God. He was a truly humble man. 
His use of “thou” and “I” make this 
clear. Do your prayers have these qual- 
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ities? Pray for Quarryville Bible Con- 
ference Association, Quarryville, Pa. 


Tues.—1 Samuel 2:1-10. 
Hannah’s Prayer of Thanksgiving. 
Prayer Succestions: “My heart re- 
joiceth in the Lord.” Hannah's prayer 
of thanksgiving includes many items of 
divine mercy. She recalled the answer 
to her supplication for a son she could 
present to the Lord for revival minis- 
tries. Among blessings she named were 
victory over enemies, mercy, joy, and 
assurance of the honor to God’s “king.” 
God loves prayers of thanksgiving, for 
He has made His wonderful works to 
be remembered. “Forget not all his 
benefits.” Pray for Raccoon River 
Bible Conference, Omaha, Nebr. 
Wed.—1 Samuel 12:12-25. 
Samuel’s Advice and Prayers. 
Prayer SuccesTIoNs: “Fear the Lord, 
and serve him, and obey his voice, and 
not rebel against the commandment of 
the Lord. . . . God forbid that I should 
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sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray 
for you: but I will teach you the good 
and the right way” (vs. 14, 23). Sam- 
uel’s good counsel and _ intercessions 
were needed by God’s people. Our 
regular labors to all we have occasion 
to serve should be the same. Let us 
speak the Word of God and seek the 
highest welfare of God’s people on our 
knees. Prayer and 
Word must not be 


left for inferior 


duties. Pray for Red Feather Lakes 
Bible Conference, Red Feather Lakes, 
Colo. 


Thurs.—Ezra 9:5-15. 
Ezra’s Prayer of Confession. 
Prayer Succestions: “I fell upon my 
knees, and spread out my hands unto 
the Lord my God.” The sad state of 
sinning Israel put Ezra down upon his 
knees before God in prayer and con- 
fession. Does the low spiritual condi- 
tion of God’s people today move you 
to bow before the Lord in prayer for 
their spiritual restoration? Do you con- 
fess their sin and “stand in the gap” 
pleading for mercy on their behalf? 
Pray for Ridgeview Park Bible Confer- 
ence, Derry, Pa. 


Fri.—Luke 18:9-14, 
The Pharisee and the Publican. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Two men went 
up into the temple to pray.” Only one 
of them discovered “the plague of his 
own heart.” He prayed that God would 
“be merciful” (mercy-seated) for him a 
(the) sinner. The other discovered a 
few so-called good deeds, and offered 
them as the elements of his prayer. Like 
Cain, he was rejected, while the other, 
like Abel, presenting the bleeding lamb 
as his “offering for sin,” was justified 
before God. Which prayer is yours? 
Pray for Rumney Bible Conference, 
Rumney, N. H. 


Sat.—Luke 11:5-13. 
On Asking and Receiving. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.” Prayer is more than a vocal ex- 
ercise. Notice the pedal and manual 
actions indicated in the words “seek” 
and “knock.” Prayer takes in the 
whole man. We must pray and work 
toward the answer to our prayers. Are 
your prayers practical as well as vocal? 
Pray for Sacandaga Bible Conference, 

Broadalbin, N. Y. 


Sun.—Psalm 32. 
The Prayer of the Godly. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “For this shall 
every one that is godly pray unto thee 
in a time when thou mayest be found.” 
The word “godly” means “sincere” in 
this case. The Father seeketh such to 
worship Him as do so in spirit and in 
truth (sincerity). Prayer must be with 
the whole heart. Pray for Silver Cliff 
Ranch, Colorado Springs, Colo. 


ministry of the . 
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. YOU MAKE $50.00 


' 
| 
for selling 100 boxes finest Robinson Scrip- ] 
ture-text Christmas Cards. An excellent oppor- 
| tunity for yourself, club, or organization. her 
fast money-makers. Write for samples on approval. | 


] 

ROBINSON CARDS 
i DEPT. N-15 CLINTON, MASS. ] 
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What Will Bring Revival? 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 


Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 
25 cents, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 























FAVORITE 
HYMNS 
REVISED 





® Sunday 
School 

® Worship 

Services 

a ® Conferences 

ONLY © Rallies 
RDity elem = ® Youth 
per 100 Groups 
not prepaid . Special 

Meetings 


A truly .“favorite’” collection of 364 gospel 
hymns that have been chosen from the albums 
of the past and from the beloved favorites 
of today. Also 30 pages of inspiring new 
numbers that seem certain to become lead- 
ing songs of tomorrow. Musical richness and 
spiritual appeal will strengthen your congre- 
gational singing. 27 choice Scripture readings 
for responsive use are included. There's @ 
complete, conveniently placed topical and title 
index. Beautifully bound in lasting maroon 
cloth, gold stamped. Returnable inspection copy 
available on request. 


ALSO 


Three books of favorite hymn arrangements 
by the well-known Christian composer, Don 
Whitman. Each book contains 80 pages of 
the best-loved hymns old and new. Sparkling 
collections that provide most effective gospel 
messages in song. Sheet-music size, spiral 
bound for easier use. 


No. 5739. Favorite Hymn Arr. for Mixed Voices 
No. 5744. Favorite Hymn Arr. for Women 
No. 5737. Favorite Solos and Duets 

See TD, . cc cccpecccccpscscncses $1.25 


















THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
20 €. Central Ohi 


Parkway, Cincinnot 10 








Moody’s 
Many 
Ministries 


Adhering firmly to sound 
doctrine and keeping in mind 
the evangelistic purposes 
and plans of its great founder, 
D. L. Moody, Moopy BIBLE 
INSTITUTE’S one desire is to serve 
and glorify Christ in 

directing its many ministries . . 
the ministries made possible 
by the gifts of Christian 
friends. Through these 
ministries that reach to the 
far-flung corners of the globe, 
many precious souls are won 
for the Lord of Hosts; young 
lives are trained for every 
phase of Christian work; and 
hundreds of thousands find 
their lives renewed in the 
power of God’s Word. 


. 


This many-sided work for Christ 
is made possible only by the 
day-to-day support of Christians. 
YOU make these ministries of 

Moody Bible Institute possible . . 
when you support it through 
your prayers and gifts. 










DAY SCHOOL AND EVENING SCHOOL 

provide tuition-free instruction for some 2,700 students yearly. Besides a very 
comprehensive knowledge of the Word of God, Moody students are really 
trained in practical Christian work. Approximately 87,000 persons are con- 
tacted for Christ each year through students, and about 10,000 profess 
salvation. 


RADIO STATION WMBI 

brings blessings to thousands of listeners and fills the mail with letters of 
praise, thanksgiving and stories of conversions through this medium. And in 
WMBI’s more than 25 years of broadcasting, not a single minute of radio 
time has ever been sold. 


EXTENSION DEPARTMENT 

extends the ministry of MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE throughout the United States 
and Canada by holding Bible conferences and evangelistic services. Faculty 
engagements and programs presented by student gospel teams and music 
groups are processed in this department, as well as a much-in-demand pulpit 
supply 


MOODY MONTHLY 

A fine Christian magazine that furnishes the very best in devotional, inspira- 
tional and informative reading for approximately 70,000 homes every month. 
Ideal as a how-to-do-it magazine for the Christian worker, it also has a special 
Youth Supplement of articles for young people. 


COLPORTAGE DEPARTMENT 

distributes approximately a half million FREE books, tracts and Scripture 
portions each month. This literature is printed in 32 languages and is sent to 
about 110 countries throughout the world, as well as to hospitals, prisons, 
schools, service camps and other distribution centers here in the U. S. 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 

is a ministry which helps Christians through home Bible study to know the 
Lord Jesus more intimately and serve Him more effectively. It is a way to more 
intelligent personal witnessing and devoted service to the local church. Nearly 
20,000 earnest students from all walks of life study these correspondence 
courses each year. 


FILM DEPARTMENT 

More than five and one-half million persons a year are reached through the 
showing of exciting full-color sound and motion films that correlate science 
with the gospel. Translated into 13 languages, these are shown in schools, 
colleges, churches and service camps over the world. Science filmstrips and a 
complete teacher training program are now available, and Bible story shorts 
are being produced. 


MOODY PRESS 

fulfills D. L. Moody’s dream of providing good Christian literature at a price 
people can afford. Each year, through Moody Press, outstanding books for 
Christians, especially Christian workers—on Bible study, devotional reading, 
writings of great Christians—books for children and young people are brought 
within the reach of countless Christian homes through this ministry. 


MOODY INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE 
located in West Los Angeles, California, produces the well-known gospel- 
science films and filmstrips, and works out new ideas of Christian education 
and training. Exciting “Sermons from Science” demon- 
strations originate here, too, and are booked for showings 
all over the country, predominantly in service camps. 





Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. LaSalle Street + Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 









